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The  Rural  District  of  Strood,  Kent. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Sixteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
District  for  the  year  ended  December,  1937. 

The  contents  and  arrangements  are  based  on  the  Memorandum 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  under  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  Orders,  1922,  is  embodied  in  this  Report. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Gough,  the  Vaccination  Officer  for  North- 
fleet  sub-district,  for  the  Vaccination  Report,  and  to  Mr.  Crossland 
for  the  Financial  details  in  connection  with  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  Terry)  for  certain 
particulars  under  the  Housing  Section. 

The  Council  will  note  that  94  new  houses  were  erected  during 
1937,  making  a  total  of  2,331  during  the  past  twelve  years.  The 
majority  of  the  development  took  place  in  Cuxton,  Meopham,  Hoo, 
Shorne  and  Frindsbury,  these  Parishes  accounting  for  more  than 
three-quarters  of  the  total  number  erected. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for  con¬ 
tinued  interest  and  support. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  F.  MCDONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 
and  Medical  Superintendent ^  Isolation  Hospital. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices,  Frindsbury,  Rochester. 

fune^  1938, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres) — 48,811  (31st  December,  1937). 
Population  (Census  1931) — i7j533- 
(Estimated  1937) — 17,490. 


Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (31st  March,  1938) 

•  •  • 

5,013 

,,  ,,  New  houses  erected  year  ended  31st  March, 

,1938  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

94 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931) 

•  •  • 

4,069 

Rateable  value,  3rst  March,  1938 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

•  •  • 

£9^,747 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1938) 

...  ;^'409  lOS. 

Acreage 

Area 

(Land  and 

(as  constituted  at  30th  June, 

Inland 

Census  Population. 

1935). 

Water). 

1921. 

1931- 

It .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

48,811 

18,512 

17,533 

Civil  Parishes  : 

All  Hallows  . 

2,385 

314 

329 

^^li.£Ee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5,669 

2,581 

2,161 

Cobham  . 

3,584 

983 

933 

Cooling  . 

2,077 

190 

182 

Cuxton  . 

2,240 

652 

628 

Frindsbury  Extra  . 

2,729 

2,740 

2,665 

Hailing  . 

1,851 

2,365 

2,173 

Higham  . 

3,075 

1,665 

1.595 

High  Halstow  . 

2,946 

353 

418 

Hoo  . 

4»359 

2,079 

2,120 

Isle  of  Grain  . 

3,124 

897 

550 

Luddesdown  . 

1,995 

212 

212 

Meopham  . 

4.713 

1,464 

1.491 

St.  Mary  Hoo  . 

2,205 

298 

290 

Shorne  . 

3.228 

1,033 

1,146 

Stohe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2,631 

686 

640 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

The  District  is  situated  wholly  in  the  County  of  Kent,  and 
occupies  an  area  of  48,81 1  acres. 

It  extends  from  the  Thames  to  the  Medway,  and  on  its  western 
side  contiguous  with  the  Borough  of  Gravesend,  the  Urban  District 
of  Northfleet  and  the  Rural  District  of  Dartford ;  on  the  south  the 
Rural  District  of  Mailing  and  the  City  of  Rochester. 

It  consists  of  16  Parishes. 

The  surface  of  the  District  is  undulating  or  hilly.  Except  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Thames,  where  there  is  a  considerable 
area  of  marsh  land,  it  is  covered  with  gravel,  sand,  Thanet  sand, 
brick  earth,  alluvial  gravel  and  London  clay. 

The  sub-soil  is  chalk.  This  formation  underlies  practically  the 
whole  of  the  District. 
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Most  of  the  Parishes  are  essentially  rural  in  character,  consist¬ 
ing  of  scattered  farm  houses,  farm  cottages,  small  villages  and 
hamlets,  but  in  the  Parishes  of  Frindsbury  Extra  and  Hoo,  the 
dwellings  are  urban  in  character,  closely  aggregated  in  streets  and 
rows,  but  for  the  most  part  have  gardens  at  the  back.  There  is  in 
all  cases  ample  light  and  air  space. 

Social  Conditions. 

In  the  semi-urban  districts  the  occupation  of  the  inhabitant 
varies.  In  Hailing  it  is  chiefly  cement  workers.  In  Frindsbury, 
Wainscott  and  Upnor,  the  Admiralty  Works  gives  employment  to 
many.  The  bulk  of  the  population  obtain  their  livelihood  from 
agricultural  work.  Many  are  employed  by  the  Medway  Oil  and 
Storage  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Berry,  Wiggins  &  Co.,  in  the  decanting 
of  petrol  and  in  the  manufacture  of  road  dressing,  Diesel  oil,  etc. 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 


Birth  Rate.  During  the  year  there  were  256  births,  equivalent 
to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  14.6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion.  This  is  an  increase  of  0.7  per  1,000  on  last  year. 

Infant  Mortality.  19  (3  illegitimate)  deaths  occurred 
among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which  is  equivalent  to  74 
per  1,000  births,  as  against  58  for  the  whole  country. 

Death  Rate.  The  general  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  is  13.3,  which  can  be  considered  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

*(As  deaths  of  persons  serving  with  H.M.^s  Forces  are  now 
allocated  to  their  area  of  residence  in  the  same  manner  as  civilian 
deaths  this  estimate  of  resident  population  should  be  used  for  the 
calculation  of  both  birth  and  death  rates.) 


M. 

F. 

3  Legitimate 

127 

119I 

Birth 

1  Illegitimate 

3 

7' 

•  ••  ••• 

121 

113 

Death 

Rate  (R.G.) — 14.6 

Deaths 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth : 

From  Sepsis — Nil.  Other  causes — i. 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  :  — 

Legitimate — ^16.  Illegitimate — 3.  Total — 19. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) — Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) — 2. 


•General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C.2. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates,  and 
Case-rates  for  certain  infectious 
Diseases  in  the  year  1937. 


England  and  Wales,  London 
125  Great  Towns  and  148 
Smaller  Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


England 
and  Wales 

125 

County 
Boro's  and 
Great 

Towns  in¬ 
cluding 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 

1931 

Census) 

London 

Administra¬ 

tive 

County 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

Births: — 

Live 

14.9 

14.9 

15-3 

13-3 

Still 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths: — 

All  Causes 

12.4 

12.5 

1 1.9 

12.3 

Typhoid  and  1 

Paratyphoid  fevers  ) 

0.00 

o.oi 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

Measles 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  fever 

O.OI 

o.oi 

O.OI 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.5*1 

Notifications: — 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria 

1.49 

I.8I 

1.38 

1-93 

Enteric  fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

1. 18 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  i  year  of  age 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age 

5.8 

7-9 

3-2 

12.0 

Maternal  Mortality:— 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.97 

Others' 

2.26 

>  Not  Available 

Total 

3-23 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e..  Live  and  Still) 

Maternal  Mortality: — 

Puerperal  Sepcsh 

0.94 

) 

Others 

2. 17 

;  Not  Aval 

able 

Total 

3- II 

\ 

Notifications:— 

Puerperal  fever  1 

/  4-15 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ) 

13-93 

17-59 

11.52 

1  14-34 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Nursing. 

Apart  from  the  Health  Visitors,  who  are  under  the  direct 
control  of  County  Council,  many  of  the  Parishes  engage  the  services 
of  a  “  District  Nurse.’'  Her  salary  is  provided  by  voluntary  con¬ 
tributions — in  most  cases  she  is  a  trained  midwife. 

Midwives. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Health  Visiting. 

Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  County  Council  work  in 
co-operation  with  us,  and  the  arrangements  made  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  general  administration  works  quite  satis¬ 
factorily. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  is  one  Maternity  and  Nursing  Home  in  the  area  under 
the  control  of  the  Council. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  co-operates  with  me 
in  undertaking  any  necessary  investigations  in  connection  with 
maternal  deaths. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  one  whole  time  (M.B.,  B.Ch., 
B.A.O.,  D.P.H.). 

The  other  duties  of  the  M.O.H.  are  as  follow: — ^(i)  Medical 
Superintendent  Strood  Isolation  Hospital.  (2)  District  Medical 
Officer  for  Northfleet  District.  (3)  Public  Vaccinator  for  North- 
fleet.  (4)  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  Anassthetist,  Manor  Road, 
School  Clinic.  (5)  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Northfleet  U.D.C. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspectors.  One  who  holds  the  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  the  certificate  for  meat  and  other 
foods. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  carries  out  the  duties  of  :  — 
Inspection  Officer  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

Inspector  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Local  Inspector  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 
Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts. 
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Clinics. 

Cliffe,  2  p.m.  on  Tuesdays. 

Cobham,  2nd  Wednesday,  2  p.m. 

Cuxton,  each  Thursday,  2  p.m. 

Grain,  3rd  Wednesday,  at  2  p.m. 

Hailing,  alternate  Wednesdays,  at  2  p.m. 

Hoo,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  at  2  p.m. 

Meopham,  which  provides  for  the  Parish  of  Meopham  and 
part  of  Luddesdown,  2.30  p.m.  on  ist  and  3rd  Thursdays. 
Shorne,  4th  Friday,  2  p.m. 

Stoke,  1st  Wednesday,  at  2  p.m. 

Wainsoott,  2  p.m.  on  Thursdays. 

Hospitals. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  New  Road,  Rochester. 
This  is  a  Voluntary  General  Hospital,  and  serves  a  large  area  with 


a  population  of  over 

200,000. 

Monday 

9.  0  a.m. 

General  Out-patients. 

9.  0  a.m. 

Dental. 

1.30  p.m. 

Medical. 

Tuesday 

9.  0  a.m. 

General  Out-patients. 

10.30  a.m. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

1.30  p.m. 

Medical  and  Surgical. 

Wednesday 

9.  0  a.m. 

General  Out-patients. 

1.30  p.m. 

Eyes. 

Thursday 

9.  0  a.m. 

General  Out-patients. 

9.  0  a.m. 

Dental. 

10.  0  a.m. 

Orthopaedic. 

1.30  p.m. 

Medical. 

Friday 

9.  0  a.m. 

General  Out-patients. 

1.30  p.m. 

Surgical  and  Medical. 

2.30  p.m. 

Children. 

County  Hospital,  Dartford.  No.  of  beds,  639;  maternity, 
6;  tuberculosis,  20. 

Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital,  Gravesend,  serves 
the  upper  part  of  the  District,  and  contains  109  beds  and  9  cots. 
Day  and  time  of  attendance  for  registration  at  Out-patient 


Department :  — 
Monday 

10.30  a.m. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

2.  0  p.m. 

Fracture  Clinic. 

Tuesday 

9.  0  a.m. 

General  Surgical. 

2.45  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  and 

Wednesday 

10.  0  a.m. 

Gynaecological. 
Fracture  Clinic. 

Thursday 

8.30  a.m. 

Dental. 

8.30  a.m. 

Ophthalmic. 

Eriday 

8.30  a.m. 

Dental. 

10.30  a.m. 

Fracture  Clinic, 

11.45  a.m. 

Massage  and  Electro-Medical. 

12  noon 

C.0.2  Clinic. 

1.30  p.m. 

Orthopaedic. 

Saturday 

10.30  a.m. 

Medical  Out-patients. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  County  Area  (1936). 
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County  Hospital,  Chatham.  This  Instituition,  which  serves 
the  Strood  Rural  District,  has  the  following  number  of  beds : 
Tuberculosis,  38;  children  (including  12  maternity  cots),  24; 
maternity,  12;  general,  409 — total,  483. 

County  Hospital,  Gravesend.  Has  72  beds,  including  two 
for  maternity  cases. 

Tuberculosis.  The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  undertaken 
by  the  County  Council,  and  suitable  cases  from  this  district  are 
admitted  to  their  sanatoria  as  occasion  demands.  There  is  no 
sanatorium  for  Tuberculosis  situated  in  the  district. 

Hospital  and  other  forms  of  gratuitous  Medical  Relief  are 
utilized  to  the  utmost  extent  in  the  District. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Strood  Isolation  Hospital  occupies  an  area  of  six  acres 
and  consists  of  four  blocks — three  brick  and  one  corrugated  iron. 
These  blocks  are  40  feet  from  each  other  and  from  the  boundary 
fence.  There  are  six  large  and  five  small  wards,  and  they  contain 
36  beds  (allowing  144  sq.  feet  of  floor  per  bed). 

The  administrative  accommodation  consists  of  a  Matron,  a 
Staff  Nurse,  and  three  Nurses.  Domestic  Staff  is  four  women  and 
one  man. 

The  other  offices  are  a  hand  laundry,  which  is  sufficient  for  the 
wants  of  the  Hospital;  a  disinfection  station  contains  a  Thresh 
Disinfector ;  and  garage  for  Motor  Ambulance. 

Sewage  Disposal. — Administration  Block  to  Cesspool :  Wards, 
bucket  system,  burnt  in  incinerator.  This  latter  system  is  ante- 
quated,  and  the  Council  propose  installing  a  more  up-to-date 
method. 

Heating  is  provided  for  by  fires  in  each  Ward.  Lighting  by 
electricity,  and  water  is  supplied  by  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of 
Hoo  Water  Co. 

During  1937  the  Scarlet  Fever  Block  was  redecorated  through¬ 
out.  New  W.C’s.  and  slop  sinks  were  installed. 

The  Council  propose  to  carry  out  similar  work  in  the 
Diphtheria  Blocks  in  1938.  By  1939  the  Hospital  will  have  been 
completely  brought  up-to-date. 

The  accommodation  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Enteric  is  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  District. 
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Details  of  Wards. 

The  available  accommodation  is  as  follows  :  — 


Ward  Blocks. 

No.  of  wards 

Dimensions. 

Floor  Space. 
Approx. 

in  each  block. 

Length 

Breadth 

A 

Diphtheria. 

Male 

26ft.  4ins. 

23ft.  6ins. 

624  square  feet. 

Female 

26ft.  4ins. 

23ft.  6ins. 

624 

4  small 

12ft.  6ins. 

lift.  6ins. 

576 

B 

Male 

26ft.  4ins. 

23ft.  6ins. 

624  square  feet. 

Scarlet  F'ever 

Female 

26ft.  4ins. 

23ft.  6ins. 

624 

4  small 

12ft.  6ins. 

lift.  6ins. 

576 

C 

Male 

2Qft.  lOins. 

19ft.  6ins. 

580  square  feet. 

Smallpox 

or 

Female 

29ft.  lOins. 

19ft.  6ins. 

580 

Enteric 

3  small 

131t. 

9ft.  3ins. 

363 

This  gives  us  a  total  floor  space  of  5,171  square  feet  or  accom¬ 
modation  for  36  patients  allowing  each  bed  144  square  feet  of 
floor  space. 


Sanitary  Districts  from  which  patients  are  admitted  :  — 


Name  of  District. 

Population 

(1937)- 

Strood  Rural 

•••  •••  ••• 

17,490 

Northfleet  Urban 

••  «•* 

17,930 

(Occasionally  other  districts 

temporarily.) 

35,420 

On  the  1st  January,  1937,  there  were  7  patients  in  the 
Hospital,  and  41  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year,  making 
a  total  of  48  patients  treated:  in  the  Hospital  during  the  period. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  patients  treated  in 
the  Hospital  during  1937. 


Strood  Isolation  Hospital. 

White  Hill  Road,  Gravesend. 


Disease. 

Remaining  in 
the  Hospital, 
1/1/1937 

Admitted 

during 

1937. 

Total  number 

treated  during 

1937. 

Number 

discharged  in 

1937. 

Number 

dying  in 

i  1937. 

Remaining  in 

the  Hospital, 

31/12/1937. 

Epididymitis  ... 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever... 

6 

25 

31 

30 

Nil 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

10 

11 

7 

1 

3 

Typhoid  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Smallpox 
Cerebro  Spinal 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Meningitis  ... 
Acute  Anterior 

Nil 

2 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

3 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

7 

41 

48 

43 

1 

4 

The  average  stay  of  each  patient  in  the  Hospital  was  40  days. 


The  next  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 
treated  in  the  Hospital  for  the  past  eight  years  :  — 


1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935, 

1936. 

1937. 

CO 

« 

CO 

.c 

CTj 

CO 

CO 

(A 

aj 

CO 

s: 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

x: 

CO 

CO 

« 

CO 

CO 

ao 

■4-^ 

V 

V 

OJ 

■4^ 

V 

-4-^ 

CO 

n 

CO 

a 

CO 

OJ 

CO 

a 

CO 

CO 

a 

CO 

05 

CO 

re 

a 

(U 

C3 

<U 

CS 

4) 

<v 

<X 

ct 

0 

05 

D 

re 

4) 

0 

Q 

0 

Q 

u 

Q 

u 

Q 

u 

Q 

0 

0 

Q 

0 

Q 

Scarlet 

Fever... 

91 

50 

46 

85 

139 

61 

38 

31 

Diphtheria 

18 

’4 

44 

i 

22 

2 

37 

'4 

42 

•  •  • 

18 

1 

6 

«  •  • 

11 

i 

Typhoid 

2 

Fever... 

11 

1 

.  •  • 

. . . 

•  .  « 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

6 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

♦  •  • 

Other 

Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  * 

... 

... 

6 

•  •  • 

120 

5 

94 

1 

68 

2 

CO 

4 

187 

... 

79 

1 

X 

46 

... 

48 

1 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A  Motor  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Council  for  the  removal 
of  infectious  cases.  Ambulance  facilities  are  also  provided  by  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

During  1937  41  patients  were  removed;  at  a  cost  of 

£22  7s.  3d.*,  or  los.  9jd.  per  case. 

*This  figure  includes  cost  of  petrol,  oil,  all  repairs  and 

insurance. 
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Strood  Rural  District  Council — Isolation  Hospital. 

I  have  abstracted  the  following  items  of  Expenditure  and 
Receipts  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1938,  from  the  Accoun¬ 
tant’s  Abstract  of  Accounts. 

Receipts  and  Expenditure  for  the  year  ending  gist  March^ 


Receipts. 

1937- 

£  s. 

d. 

1938. 

£  s. 

d. 

Other  Local  Authorities,  &c. 

400 

10 

0 

453 

0 

0 

Expenditure. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Provisions 

328 

8 

4i 

393 

1 1 

li 

Clothing  ... 

4 

6 

o| 

Furniture  and  Property 

70 

2 

0 

76 

17 

4i 

Necessaries 

171 

14 

8J 

199 

8 

8i 

Building  and  Repairs  ... 

52 

9 

0 

190 

I 

I 

Disinfectants 

6 

0 

0 

8 

19 

6 

Garden 

8 

1 1 

7 

4 

15 

10 

Drugs 

34 

10 

8 

41 

13 

5 

Salaries  and  Wages 

680 

2 

1 1 

849 

15 

9 

Printing,  Stationery,  &c. 

16 

19 

5 

17 

5 

Rates,  Telephone  Charges  and 
Insurance 

69 

10 

4 

75 

3 

I  I 

Unemployment  Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sundries 

4 

9 

6 

.1 

14 

2i 

Health  Insurance 

30 

8 

10 

30 

17 

6 

Motor  Ambulance  Account 

22 

12 

5 

22 

7 

3 

Uniform 

—  - 

— 

— 

— 

Gravesend  Corporation — Treat¬ 
ment  of  a  case 

—  - 

15 

0 

0 

Total  Expenditure  ... 

1500 

5 

9 

1927 

1 1 

if 

Less  Receipts 

400 

10 

0 

453 

0 

0 

Net  Expenditure 

£\(m  15 

9 

;fi474 

1 1 

if 

I  am  pleased  to  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  loyal  and 
devoted  services  of  the  Matron,  Miss  Johnson,  and  Staff. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  diseases  which  have  to  be  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  — 

(i)  Small-pox.  (2)  Scarlet  Fever.  (3)  Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup.  (4)  Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid  and  Para¬ 
typhoid;).  (5)  Pneumonia.  (6)  Cholera.  (7)  Plague.  (8) 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  (9)  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  (10)  Acute 
Polioencephalitis.  (ii)  Encephalitis  Lethargica.  (12)  Typhus 
Fever.  (13)  Dysentery.  (14)  Opthalmia  Neonatorum.  (15) 
Puerperal  Pyrexia.  (16)  Erysipelas.  (17)  Tuberculosis,  primary 
notifications  only.  Respiratory,  other  forms.  (18)  Malaria 
(believed  to  be  contracted  in  this  country),  (believed  to  be  con¬ 
tracted  abroad),  induced  in  institutions. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  each  Parish. 


Parishes. 

Number 
of  Houses. 
31st  March, 
1938. 

Population 

(1931 

Census). 

Births  * 
(1937). 

Deaths  * 
(1937). 

Cases  of 
Infectious 
Fever. 

Allhallows  ... 

89 

329 

1 

1 

Cliffe 

653 

2161 

30 

25 

9 

Cobham 

285 

933 

5 

14 

1 

Cooling  . 

43 

182 

1 

1 

— 

Cuxton 

233 

628 

11 

1 

3 

Frindsbury  extra  ... 

695 

2665 

35 

15 

14 

Hailing 

573 

2173 

32 

19 

8 

Higham 

460 

1595 

18 

6 

2 

High  Halstow 

112 

418 

3 

7 

— 

Hoo  ... 

613 

2120 

31 

12 

3 

Luddesdown 

64 

212 

1 

2 

1 

Meopham 

634 

1491 

25 

13 

6 

Isle  of  Grain 

no 

550 

4 

4 

1 

St.  Mary,  Hoo 

75 

290 

— 

6 

— 

Shorne 

326 

1146 

10 

9 

1 

Stoke 

179 

640 

22 

9 

— 

Total 

5144 

17533 

229 

144 

49 

*  Actually  registered  in  the  area. 


Table  showing  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  since  1931  — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1931 

36 

Nil 

29 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1932 

27 

1 

9 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1933 

51 

Nil 

19 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1934 

no 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

1935 

40 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1936 

17 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1937 

13 

Nil 

9 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

294 

1 

93 

6 

8 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Case  fatality  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  1 1 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  ...  ...  84% 

Diphtheria. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Case  fatality  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ii% 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  7 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  ...  ...  78% 
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Enteric  Fever. 


Number  of  cases  notified 

...  Nil. 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

...  Nil. 

Case  fatality  per  cent. 

...  Nil. 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital 

...  Nil. 

Percentage  of  cases  removed 

...  Nil. 

Small  Pox. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  A  few  contacts  came 
into  the  district  at  intervals,  these  were  kept  under  observation 
until  the  incubation  period  had  expired. 

A  conference  of  various  local  authorities  was  convened  by  the 
Kent  County  Council  in  1934  with  a  view  of  obtaining  views  as  to 
the  possibility  of  having  central  hospitals  for  the  care  of  cases  of 
Small  Pox  an  the  County.  It  was  suggested  that  a  fixed  annual 
charge  on  the  rateable  value  of  each  district  should  be  made  to 
maintain  the  hospitals.  Most  of  the  authorities  were  in  favour  of 
the  scheme. 

Tuberculosis. 

For  details  of  cases  see  special  section  of  Report. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Service. 


The  services  of  the  tuberculosis  officers  are  available  for  the 
purpose  of  consultation  in  all  cases  receiving  domiciliary  treatment, 
and,  at  the  request  of  the  medical  attendant,  a  certain  number  of 
patients  are  kept  under  the  supervision  of  the  tuberculosis  officers. 

There  are  twenty-two  dispensaries  in  the  County.  Particulars 
as  to  the  tuberculosis  officer  in  charge,  the  address  of  the  dispen¬ 
sary  and  the  hours  of  attendance  are  given  below.  Information  is 
also  given  as  to  the  additional  area  allocated  to  each  tuberculosis 
officer  for  visitation  purposes  :  — 


District  No.  1. — Population,  approx.,  264,553. 

(Tuberculosis  Officer  in  Charge,  William  Beare  Martin,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 
L.R.C.P.(Lond.),  D.P.H.) 


Address.  Day  and  Time  of  Opening. 

Dartford  41,  Overy  Street  Monday,  1.30-3.30  p.m, 
(Tel.  No.  3378)  Thursday,  5.30-6.30  p.m. 

Erith  65,  Bexley  Road  Monday,  5. 0-6.0  p.m. 

Thursday,  2. 0-4.0  p.m. 

Gravesend  22,  Cobham  Street  Wednesday,  i. 0-3.0  p.m. 


Additional  Area  for 
Domiciliary  Visitation. 
Dartford  R.,  Crayford 
U.,  Swanscombe  U., 
Bexley  U.,  Northfleet 
U.,  and  part  of  Strood 
R. 


District  No.  2. — Population,  approx.,  i8g,8oo. 

(Tuberculosis  Officer  in  Charge,  Charles  Roper,  B.A.  (Camb.),  M.D.,  B.C., 
D.P.H.) 

Rochester  13,  New  Road  Friday,  g. 30-10. 30  a. m.  Part  of  Strood  R.,Chat- 

(Tel,  No.  Chatham  2182)  Tuesday,  2. 0-3.0  p.m.  ham  B.,  N.E.  fringe 

and  5. 0-6.0  p.m.  of  Mailing  R.,  N.W. 

Gillingham  228,  Nelson  Road  Tuesday,  g. 30-10. 30  a.m.  fringe  of  Holling- 

Friday,  2. 0-3.0  p.m,  and  bourn  R.,  W.  quarter 

4. 0-5.0  p.m.  of  Swale  R.,  Queen- 

Sheerness  Granville  Villa,  Thursday,  ii  a.m,-  borough  B.,  and  Shep- 

Granville  Road  i.o  p.m.  pey  R. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

Amendments  have  been  made  in  the  times  of  holding  the  fol¬ 
lowing  clinics  and  they  are  now  as  follows  :  — 

ROCHESTER— 36,  NEW  ROAD. 

Days  and  Times  of  Consultation. 


Men  Women 


Tuesday 

3 

p.m. 

— 

7 

p.m. 

3 

p.m. 

—  6.30  p.m. 

Thursday 

II 

a.m. 

— 

2 

p.m. 

II 

a.m. 

—  2 

p.m. 

Days  and  Hours  for  Irrigation 

Men 

Women 

Monday 

10 

a.m. 

— 

I 

p.m. 

9 

a.m. 

—  12 

noon 

2 

p.m. 

— 

3 

p.m. 

I 

p.m. 

—  4 

p.m. 

and 

5.30  p.m. 

— 

8 

p.m. 

Tuesday 

10 

a.m. 

— 

10.30 

a.m. 

I 

p.m. 

—  6.30  p.m. 

3 

p.m. 

— 

8 

p.m. 

Wednesday 

10 

a.m. 

— 

I 

p.m. 

9 

a.m. 

—  12 

noon 

2 

p.m. 

— 

3 

p.m. 

I 

p.m. 

—  4 

p.m. 

and 

5.30  p.m. 

— 

8 

p.m. 

Thursday 

II 

a.m. 

— 

2 

p.m. 

9 

a.m. 

—  4 

p.m. 

Friday 

5.30  p.m. 

— 

8 

p.m. 

10 

a.m. 

— 

I 

p.m. 

9 

a.m. 

—  12 

noon 

2 

p.m. 

— 

3 

p.m. 

I 

p.m. 

—  4 

p.m. 

and 

7.30  p.m. 

— 

8.30 

p.m. 

Saturday 

10 

a.m. 

— 

I 

p.m. 

9 

a.m. 

—  12 

noon 

GRAVESEND— 22,  COBHAM  STREET. 

Days  and  Times  of  Consultation. 


Men  Women 


Tuesday 

II 

a.m. 

— 

I 

p.m. 

I  p.m. 

—  2.15  p.m. 

Thursday 

5 

p.m. 

— 

7 

p.m. 

3  p.m. 

—  4.30  p.m. 

Days  and  Hours  for  Irrigation. 

Men 

Women 

Monday 

6 

p.m. 

— 

7 

p.m. 

9  a.m. 

—  12  noon 

and  I  p.m. 

—  5  p.m. 

Tuesday 

II 

a.m. 

— 

I 

p.m. 

I  p.m. 

—  2.15  p.m. 

and  6 

p.m. 

— 

7 

p.m. 

Wednesday 

6 

p.m. 

— 

7 

p.m. 

9  a.m. 

—  11.30  a.m. 

Thursday 

5 

p.m. 

— 

7 

p.m. 

3  p.m. 

—  4.30  p.m. 

Friday 

6 

p.m. 

— 

7 

p.m. 

9  a.m. 

—  12  noon 

and  I  p.m. 

—  5  p.m. 

Saturday 

I 

p.m. 

— 

2 

p.m. 

9  a.m. 

—  11.30  a.m. 

Treatment  of  Crippled  Children. 

The  county  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  crippled  children  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during  1937. 

*  “The  scheme  includes  the  provision  of  eighty  beds  at  the 
Alexandra  Hospital  at  Swanley,  not  less  than  forty-eight  being  for 
tuberculous  cripples  and  not  more  than  thirty-two  for  patients 
suffering  from  crippling  diefects  due  to  other  causes.  The  whole 
of  these  beds  are  now  occupied  by  Kent  patients.  For  those  chil¬ 
dren  who  are  of  school  age  education  is  provided. 

Necessary  surgical  appliances  are  provided  for  patients  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  orthopaedic  surgeons,  and  X-ray  films  are 
taken  at  various  approved  institutions.  Cases  arising  for  electrical 


*C.M.O.  Report,  1936. 
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treatment,  massage,  exercise,  etc.,  receive  daily  treatment,  where 
necessary,  at  certain  of  the  clinics,  at  St.  Mary’s  Convalescent 
Home,  Birchington,  or  at  the  homes  of  the  children. 

The  parents  of  patients  are  asked  to  contribute  towards  the 
cost  of  institutional  treatment  and  surgical  appliances,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  their  means. 

In  addition,  the  following  three  hospitals  have  provided  a 
limited  number  of  beds  for  patients  who  do  not  require  prolonged 
institutional  treatment,  viz.  : — • 

(a)  West  Kent  General  Hospital,  Maidstone. 

(b)  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital,  Canterbury. 

(c)  County  Hospital,  Dartford. 

These  three  hospitals  have  each  established  a  properly 
equipped  orthopaedic  out-patient  department,  and  a  complete  list 
of  out-patient  clinics  is  set  out  below  :  — 


Address. 


Day  and  time  of  Orthopaedic  Name  of 

Opening,  Surgeon  Attends.  Surgeon. 


Ashford  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Station  Road, 
Ashford. 


Each  Wednesday  First  and  third 
at  11.30  a.m.  Wednesdays  in 

each  month. 


School  Clinic,  College 
Road,  Margate. 

Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital,  Canterbury. 

County  Hospital,  Dart- 
ford. 


*Tuberculosis  Dispen¬ 
sary,  41,  Overy  Street, 
Dartford. 

West  Kent  General  Hos¬ 
pital,  Maidstone. 


Dorset  House,  St.  John’s 
Road,  Sevenoaks. 

Sheerness  Town  Welfare 
Centre,  Marine  Parade, 
Sheerness. 


Each  Tuesday  at 

11.30  a.m. 

Each  Wednesday, 
from  10  a.m.  to 
about  I  p.m. 
First  Tuesday  in 
each  month  at 
4.0  p.m.,  and 

third  Tuesday  in 
each  month  at 

2.30  p.m. 

First  Tuesday  in 
each  month  at 
3.0  p.m. 

Each  Friday.  New 
patients  should 
arrive  at  the 
Union  Street 
entrance  of  the 
hospital  before 
10  a.m.,  if  pos¬ 
sible.  No  patient 
is  admitted  after 
II. 15  a.m. 

Each  Monday  at 

10.30  a.m. 

Each  Monday  at 

11.30  a.m. 


First  and  third 
Tuesdays  in  each 
month. 

Each  Wednesday. 


At  each  opening. 


Ditto. 


Ditto, 


Second  and  fourth 
Mondays  in  each 
month. 

First  and  third 
Mondays  in  each 
month. 


A.  L,  Moreton, 
Esq.,  M.S., 
M.B., 
F.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. 

Ditto 


A.  B.  Beresford- 
Jones,  Esq., 
M.S..  M.B. 

H.  E.  Batten, 
Esq., 

F.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 


Ditto. 


A.  H.  Todd. 
Esq.,  M.S., 
M.B.,  B.Sc., 
F.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. 


A.  L.  Moreton 
Esq, 

Ditto, 


*  For  tuberculous  cripples  only. 

Voluntary  Committees  of  ladies  interested  in  the  work,  assist  at  the  Ashford, 
Broadstairs,  Sevenoaks  and  Sheerness  Clinics. 

Travelling  expenses  of  patients  are  met  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  above  arrangements  apply  to  :  — 

(li)  All  crippled  children  under  five  years  of  age  living  in  the 
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area  in  which  the  County  Council  is  responsible  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare. 

di)  All  children  attending  schools  of  the  Kent  Education 
Committee. 

(iii)  All  tuberculous  cripples  up  to  sixteen  years  of  age. 

(iv)  Children  (under  hve  years  of  age  or  attending 
elementary  schools)  in  the  following  autonomous 
districts,  the  Council  of  which  have  arranged  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  County  scheme  :  — 

Boroughs  of  Faversham,  Gravesend,  Margate,  Dart- 
ford. 

Urban  Districts  of  Ashford,  Bexley,  Crayford,  Milton 
and  Sittingbourne,  Northfleet,  Sevenoaks,  Sheer¬ 
ness. 

Rural  Districts  of  Dartford,  and  Tonbridge.” 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  Cancer  during  the  year  under 
review  was  24.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  amongst  elderly  folk 
and  no  undue  prevalence  in  any  particular  organ  was  noted.  It 
was  not  deemed  necessary  to  advise  the  Council  to  take  any  action 
to  improve  the  facilities  for  health  instruction,  diagnosis  or  treat¬ 
ment,  such  as  those  outlined  in  Circular  1 136  of  the  31st  July,  1930. 

British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign. 

The  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign  has  formed  a  Committee 
to  stimulate  the  education  of  the  public  on  matters  concerning 
cancer — particularly  the  early  symptoms  of  the  accessible  cancers 
such  as  the  breast,  uterus,  tongue,  etc. 

It  is  considered  that  the  best  way  of  doing  this  is  to  form 
panels  of  Local  Practitioners  who  will  give  lectures  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  districts,  for  which  they  will  receive  a  small  honorarium.  The 
objects  of  such  lectures  will  be  :  — 

1.  To  diminish  the  present  very  widespread  fear  of  the  disease  and 

2.  To  convince  people  of  the  importance  of  early  diagnosis  and  to 
persuade  them  to  seek  medical  advice  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
disease. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Specimens. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens  are  examined  free 
of  charge  at  the  County  Laboratory  at  Maidstone.  Full  use  has 
been  made  of  these  facilities,  which  are  most  satisfactory. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  free  to  Medical  Practitioners 
in  the  District. 

Dick  and  Sckick  Test. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  either  of  these  Tests  during  the  year. 

Verminous  Persons. 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  persons  are 
available  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions. 


20 


Disinfection. 

In  every  case  of  infectious  disease,  disinfection  of  the  premises 
is  carried  out.  An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Gravesend 
Authority  for  the  use  of  their  disinfector. 


Shellfish — River  Medway. 

DRAFT  RULES  AND  ORDERS,  1935. 

Public  Health,  England. 

Prevention  of  Epidemic,  Endemic  and  Infectious  Diseases. 

A  person  shall  not  sell  distribute  or  offer  for  sale  for  human 
consumption  any  oysters  mussels  or  other  molluscan  shell-fish 
taken  from  the  prescribed  area  unless  they  have  been  subjected 
to  a  satisfactory  process  of  cleansing  at  an  establishment  which 
is  for  the  time  being  approved  by  the  Minister  for  the  purpose. 

Note. — The  Public  Health  Act,  1896,  provides  by  subsection  (3)  of  section 
I  that  if  any  person  wilfully  neglects  or  refuses  to  obey  or  carry  out 
or  oibstructs  the  execution  of  any  regulations  made  under  any  of  the 
enactments  mentioned  in  that  Act  he  shall_  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  .£100  and  in  the  case  of  a  continuing  offence  to  a  further 
penalty  not  exceeding  Tso  for  every  day  during  which  the  offence 
continues. 

The  power  of  making  regulations  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1896,  and  the  enactments  mentioned  in  that  Act  is  enlarged  by  the 
Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act,j  1907. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORT  ON  MOSQUITO  SURVEY 

OF  THE  RIVER  MEDWAY 

carried  out  by  P.  G.  Shute,  Esq.,  F.R.E.S., 

Ministry  of  Health’s  Malaria  Laboratory,  Horton  Hospital,  Epsom. 

“We  found  many  of  the  larger  marshes  were  completely  free 
of  larvae,  others  contained  small  numbers,  while  a  third  type  was 
found  to  be  heavily  infested.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  deal  here 
seriatim  with  the  marshes  examined  during  the  survey.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  the  salt  water  mosquito  Aedes  {Ochlorotaius') 
detritus  is  the  species  responsible  for  most  of  the  complaints  in  this 
area.  An  allied  species,  Aedes  caspius,  is  probably  present,  but 
this  species  does  not  begin  to  breed  until  early  summer.  As  its 
habits  are  similar  to  Aedes  detritus  and  as  it  breeds  in  the  same 
waters  as  detritus^  any  action  taken  against  this  species  will  also 
be  effective  against  caspius  should  this  species  occur  in  the  district. 

Holmes  Marsh,  Kingsnorth. 

About  hve  miles  from  Rochester  and  having  an  area  of  about 
two  miles  long  and  two  miles  wide.  It  was  Admiralty  property 
but  is  not  being  used.  During  the  War  it  was  used  for  bombing 
practice  by  aeroplanes.  Craters  varying  from  two  feet  to  twelve 
feet  in  diameter  and  about  three  feet  deep  are  numerous  all  over 
the  marsh.  There  are  probably  over  50  of  these  bomb  holes 
scattered  over  this  marsh  as  well  as  some  stagnant  ditches,  all 
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containing  brackish  water.  Three  species  of  mosquito  larvae  were 
present  in  many  of  them. 

Anofheles  claviger. 

Theobaldia  {Culicelld)  lit  ores. 

Aedes  (^Ochlerotatus)  detritus. 

This  marsh  contained  more  Aedes  detritus  larvae  than  all  the 
other  marshes  put  together. 

The  fact  that  two  species  of  mosquito'  larvae,  in  addition 
to  Aedes  detritus^  were  found  here,  is  of  very  little  importance  from 
the  mosquito  nuisance  point  of  view.  One  species,  Culicella  litorea 
has  never  been  known  tO'  bite  man,  while  the  other  species. 
Anopheles  claviger ^  never  flies  more  than  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  its  breeding  ground.  But  because  Aedes  detritus  larvae  are 
so  very  numerous,  this  area  is  of  considerable  importance.  Vermin 
and  domestic  animals  are  practically  non-existent  so  it  is  obvious 
that  a  very  great  number  of  insects  must  go  far  aheld  for  their  blood 
meals.  Perhaps  not  so  far  away  as  Rochester,  but  the  people  in 
Gillingham  are  probably  troubled  by  them.  As  many  as  possible 
of  these  bomb  holes  should  be  filled  in  as  opportunity  occurs,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  stagnant  ditches  and  puddles  should  be 
treated  with  an  effective  larvicide  every  fourteen  days  from  early 
summer  until  the  middle  of  autumn,  e.g.,  April  to  September. 

Conclusions  and  Recommendations. 

The  species  of  mosquito  causing  the  nuisance  is  undoubtedly 
Aedes  detritus.  It  is  well  known  that  this  insect  breeds  only  in 
stagnant  brackish  water,  larvas  have  yet  to  be  reported  inhabiting 
fresh  water.  In  describing  the  breeding  habits  of  this  species  it  is 
essential  to  remember  that  the  water,  in  addition  to  being  brackish, 
must  also  be  stagnant.  Unless  this  is  the  case,  small  marine 
animals  quickly  and  readily  devour  any  larvse  present.  This 
offers  the  easiest  and  best  explanation  why  it  is  that  during  the 
present  survey  large  expanses  of  brackish  water  on  the  various 
marshes  are  free  of  larvae.  This  brings  us  to  the  recent  exceptional 
tides  of  last  February.  According  to  the  information  available, 
these  tides  were  higher  than  any  of  recent  years.  In  most  cases 
the  sea  walls  surrounding  the  various  marshes  are  still  intact,  but 
it  is  known  that  the  tidal  water  was,  in  most  cases,  much  too  high 
to  be  kept  out  by  the  sea  walls.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  correct 
explanation  for  the  absence  of  larvae  in  many  of  these  marshes. 
But  it  is  important  that  these  larvae  free  marshes  should  be  studied 
at  the  present  time.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  some  of  them 
will  dry  out  during  the  forthcoming  summer,  but  should  this  not 
happen,  then,  in  the  near  future,  when  the  water  has  stagnated  for 
some  time,  they  will  form  ideal  breeding  grounds  for  Aedes 
detritus.  If  newly  created  salt  marshes  do  not  dry  out  during  the 
next  few  months  then  a  scheme  should  be  formulated  for  disposing 
of  the  water.  In  most  cases  it  seems  that  pumping  offers  the  best 
solution. 

The  Holmes  Marsh,  Kingsnorth,  is  so  distant  from 
Rochester  that  I  would  not  have  recommended  the  initiation  of 
any  anti-larval  measures  there,  but  for  the  fact  that  detritus  larvae 
were  present  in  incredible  numbers.  It  is  as  well  to  remember  that, 
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generally  speaking,  mosquitoes  which  are  not  domestic  in  their 
habits,  are  usually  content  to  feed  on  vermin,  such  as  rabbits, 
foxes,  etc.,  and  on  cattle,  horses  and  other  domestic  animals  which 
live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  breeding  grounds. 

If,  however,  the  insects  are  very  numerous,  then  migration 
becomes  essential  to  any  species  of  insect  which  (as  is  the  case  with 
Aedes  deti\itus)  must  have  a  blood  meal  in  order  to  bring  about 
maturation  of  their  eggs.  Few,  if  any,  rabbits  exist  on  this  marsh 
Island  and  certainly  there  are  no  foxes,  badgers,  etc.,  and  the 
number  of  domestic  animals  in  this  area  is  also  negligible.  There¬ 
fore  the  adult  mosquitoes  which  emerge  must  migrate  for  food. 
Whether  they  go  to  Rochester  or  to  Gillingham  it  is  impossible  to 
say,  but  that  they  do  migrate  is  certain.  Some  anti-larval  measures 
are  essential  in  this  case. 


It  is  worthy  of  note  that  larvm  have  been  found  in  old  bomb 
holes.  It  is  the  first  time  a  case  of  this  kind  has  been  recorded  in 
this  country.  It  again  shows  that  many  mosquito  nuisances  are 
man-made.  Whether  other  parts  of  the  marshes  are  being  used  at 
the  present  time  for  bombing  practice  I  do  not  know,  but  should 
this  be  the  case  the  attention  of  the  Authorities  concerned  could, 
with  profit,  be  asked  to  fill  in  the  holes  and  not,  as  at  present, 
leave  them  to  become  mosquito  breeding  grounds. 


The  object  of  the  local  authority  at  present,  and  in  the  near 
future,  should  be  aimed  at  mosquito  control  rather  than  mosquito 
elimination.  For  this  reason,  I  believe  that  concentrated  anti-larval 
work  on  the  marshes  indicated  in  this  report  will  afford  the  most 
useful  results.”  /o-  in  t*  ^  r- 

(Signed)  P.  G.  Shute. 


Vaccination. 

The  percentage  of  babies  vaccinated  remains  high — in  the  part 
of  the  District  controlled  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  it  is 
more  than  6o%  of  the  babies  born — and  no  babies  have  been 
vaccinated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health 
(Small-pox  Preventative)  Regulations,  1917,  during  .the  year. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Gough,  the  Vaccination  Officer  for  the 
sub-division  of  Northfleet,  for  the  following  report :  — 

Northfleet  District. 

Vaccination — ^Years  1923-1937. 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Vaccination  Report  for  the  North- 
fleet  District. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  note  that  over  a  period  of  fourteen  years, 
an  average  of  62%  of  babies  born  were  vaccinated,  approximately 
50%  of  these  by  yourself  as  Public  Vaccinator  for  the  District. 

There  has  been  no  apparent  increase  in  the  case  of  parents  who 
object  to  the  vaccination  of  babies,  and  that  Statutory  Declarations 
made  in  this  respect,  remain  at  32%  of  the  total  births  registered. 

The  high  percentage  of  babies  vaccinated  in  your  district  is 
therefore  maintained. 
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Northfleet  District. 


Vaccination  Return  for  the  Years  1923-1937. 


Year. 

Births 

Registered. 

Vaccinated 
by  Public 
Vaccinator. 

Vaccinated 

by  Medical 

Practitioners. 

Statutory 

Declarations 

made  against 

Vaccination. 

Insusceptible 

to 

Vaccination. 

Removed 
from  District. 

Deaths 

before 

Vaccination. 

Total. 

1923 

427 

189 

84 

133 

2 

10 

9 

427 

1924 

447 

228 

69 

124 

1 

9 

16 

447 

1925 

455 

219 

64 

138 

1 

10 

23 

455 

1926 

418 

195 

73 

127 

— 

6 

17 

418 

1927 

417 

190 

75 

128 

2 

3 

19 

417 

1928 

418 

191 

55 

150 

1 

6 

15 

418 

1929 

408 

196 

64 

129 

1 

4 

14 

408 

1930 

353 

170 

49 

no 

2 

8 

14 

353 

1931 

369 

174 

67 

115 

1 

2 

10 

369 

1932 

346 

161 

43 

114 

3 

5 

20 

346 

1933 

409 

219 

65 

106 

1 

9 

9 

409 

1934 

396 

194 

48 

127 

— 

10 

17 

396 

1935 

332 

145 

38 

124 

— 

18 

7 

332 

1936 

284 

96 

46 

124 

3 

4 

11 

284 

1937 

262 

116 

37 

90 

9 

10 

262 

Totals 

5741 

2683 

877 

1839 

18 

113 

211 

5741 

Percentage  Vaccinated  and  Exempted  of  Births  Registered. 


Year. 

Total 

Percentage 

Vaccinated. 

Percentage 
Vaccinated 
by  Public 
Vaccinator. 

Percentage 
Vaccinated 
by  Medical 
Practitioners. 

Percentage 
of  Statutory 
Declarations. 

1923 

64% 

45% 

19% 

31% 

1924 

67% 

51% 

16% 

28% 

1925 

62% 

48% 

14% 

30% 

1926 

64% 

47% 

17% 

30% 

1927 

64% 

46% 

18% 

30% 

1928 

59% 

46% 

13% 

36% 

1929 

64% 

48% 

16% 

31% 

1930 

62% 

48% 

14% 

31% 

1931 

65% 

47% 

18% 

31% 

1932 

59% 

47% 

12% 

33% 

1933 

70% 

54% 

16% 

26% 

1934 

62% 

50% 

12% 

32% 

1935 

55% 

II  % 

37% 

1936 

50% 

34% 

16% 

43% 

1937 

58% 

44% 

14% 

34% 

Totals 

62% 

47% 

15% 

32% 

D.  A.  GOUGH, 

V accination  Officer ^  N orthfieet ^  Kent, 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

year  1937. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths* 

Small-pox 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

13 

11 

1 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  F'ever  (including  Paraty- 

9 

7 

3 

phoid)  ...  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

,,  Diseases 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

Nil. 

13 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Totals 

31 

20 

18 

*  R.G.  Returns. 


Under  1 
year. 

1  and  under 

5  years. 

5  and  under 

10  years. 

10  and  under 
15  years. 

15  and  under 
20  years. 

20  and  under 
25  years 

25  and  under 
35  years. 

35  and  under 
45  years. 

45  and  under 
65  years. 

65  and  over. 

Totals. 

1 

Diphtheria... 

1 

3 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 

6 

.  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

13 

Erysipelas  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  . 

•  •  • 

.  . 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

.  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorium  ... 

»  «  « 

•  «  • 

«  •  • 

Pulmonary  i  M.... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

12 

Tuberculosis  '  F.  ... 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  » 

•  •  • 

2 

Non-Pulm’y  i  M  ... 

•  ♦  • 

*  • » 

1 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Tuberculosis  )  F.  ... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  • 

... 

• «  • 

2 

Totals. 

2 

9 

12 

4 

3 

3 

4 

4 

7 

1 

49 
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Tuberculosis 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 


No  action  was  taken  during  1937. 


Statement  of  Particulars  appearing  in  the  Register  of  Notifica¬ 
tions  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  Year  ended  the  31st  day  of 

December,  1937. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 
and  Non- 
Pulmonary 
Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

{a)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  Register  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  Year 

23 

24 

47 

35 

20 

55 

102 

(6)  Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 

Year 

26 

16 

42 

34 

20 

54 

96 

Non-Notifiable  Acute  Infections. 

The  district  has  been  comparatively  free  from  Influenza,  and 
the  number  of  deaths  accredited  to  this  disease  negligible. 


Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

No  outbreaks  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Strood  Rural  District,  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes  . 

121 

113 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  . 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

3- 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

I 

4- 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

2 

I 

6. 

Influenza 

4 

6 

7- 

Encephalitis  lethargica . 

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

— 

— 

9- 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

5 

3 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

— 

II. 

Syphilis  . 

— 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

— 

— 

13- 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13 

1 1 

14. 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

15- 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

2 

8 

16. 

Heart  disease 

26 

28 

17. 

Aneurysm 

— 

I 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

5 

ig. 

Bronchitis 

— 

6 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

5 

8 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

- - 

I 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer 

2 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

I 

I 

24, 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

25- 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc.  ... 

— 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

4 

3 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

3 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis . 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes  . 

— 

I 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malforma- 

tigns,  etc. 

8 

6 

32. 

Senility 

10 

7 

33- 

Suicide 

2 

34- 

Other  violence 

16 

3 

35- 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

1 1 

8 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above). 

Small-pox 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

_ 

- 

Polioencephalitis  . 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year  : 

Total 

9 

10 

Legitimate 

8 

8 

Illegitimate  . 

.  .  . 

I 

2 

Stillbirths  : 

Total  . 

I 

3 

Legitimate 

I 

3 

Illegitimate 

_ 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  District  is  now  supplied  by  water 
from  mains  of  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of  the  Hoo,  Gravesend 
and  Milton,  the  Mid-Kent  and  Strood  Water  Companies. 

The  water  supply  is  regularly  tested  both  chemically  and 
bacteriologically  and  continues  to  maintain  its  high  standard  of 

purity. 

Water  Company  supplying 
Name  of  Parish.  Water. 


Cliffe 
Cobham 
Cuxton  ... 
Frindsbury  Extra 

Hailing  ... 
Higham 
Luddesdown 
Meopham 
Shorne  ... 


Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Strood  Water  Co.,  and  the 
Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo. 
The  Mid-Kent. 

Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo. 
Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo. 
Ditto. 

Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo. 


Reservoirs. 


Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo  One  200,000  gls.  at  Vigo  Inn, 

Meopham. 

One  200,000  gls.  at  Pear  Tree  Lane, 

One  1,000,000  Ditto. 

One  50,000  gls.  at  High  Halstow. 

One  18,000  gls.  at  War  Dept., 
Grain. 

The  Mid-Kent  (Hailing)  ...  One  1,000,000  gls.  Chapel  Lane, 

Hailing. 

One  206,000  gls.  at  Dean  Hill, 
Hailing. 

One  480,000  gls.  at  Fox  Hill, 
Hailing. 

,,  ,,  (Nursted)  ...  One  1,000,000  gls.  at  Exedown, 

Wrotham. 


Former  Hoo  Area. 

The  District,  with  the  exception  of  Cooling  and  the  Isle  of 
Grain,  is  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of 
Hoo  Water  Company.  The  Isle  of  Grain  :  arrangements  are  made 
with  the  War  Office  for  supply  from  the  Fort  by  means  of  stand 
pipes.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  insufficient  and  I  consider  that  a 
piped  supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of 
Hoo  Water  Company  would  be  more  satisfactory. 


Inadequacy  of  Water  Supplies. 

Complaints  regarding  inadequacy  of  water  supplies  were  again 
received  from  the  Parishes  of  Cliffe,  Cooling,  Grain,  Luddesdown 
and  Meopham, 
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Public  Analyst’s  Report  on  Water  Samples. — (Copy). 


Description  of  Sample. 

Higham  and 
Hundred  of 
Hoo. 

30  11  37 

Mid-Kent. 

30  11  37 

War  Dept. 
Grain 

30  11  37 

K.C.C. 

Small-hold¬ 

ings 

Shorne.Iheld 

30  11  37 

Total  Solid  Residue 

400 

27  0 

72*0 

51-5 

Chlorine  ... 

2-7 

2-0 

10-9 

7*0 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

00 

0-0 

00 

0-002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0*4 

0  1 

0-0 

0-1 

Oxygen  absorbed  fhr.  at 

0-008 

0-006 

0-008 

0006 

80°  F . 

0-012 

Oxygen  absorbed  4hrs. 

0-014 

0012 

0-014 

at  80°  F . 

Absent 

Nitrites 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Remarks  to  each  of  above. — This  Water  is  of  excellent  organic 
quality  and  therefore  suitable  for  use  as  drinking  water. 

Signed,  F.  W.  F.  ARNAUD,  F.C.I., 

Public  Analyst  for  the  County  of  Kent. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies. 

In  view  of  recent  events  it  was  decided  to  make  monthly 
bacteriological  examinations  of  all  water  supplies. 

I  append  a  detailed  list  of  the  results  obtained.  The  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  gathered  from  various  sources. 

The  bacteriological  examination  shows  us  the  actual  types 
and  numbers  of  the  various  bacteria  present  and  since  a  water, 
which  might  be  passed  as  safe  for  drinking  purposes  on  chemical 
data,  may  contain  evidence  of  sewage  pollution  from  the  number 
and  kind  of  bacteria  in  it,  such  an  examination  is  of  great  value. 

In  practice  the  information  usually  required  is  whether  the 
water  is  of  sufficient  bacterial  purity  or  whether  a  water  known  to 
be  more  or  less  impure  is  being  efficiently  treated  to  render  it  ht 
for  drinking  purposes.  Treatment  consists  of  either  storage,  filtra¬ 
tion,  chlorination  or  ozonization.  To  this  must  be  added  a  type  of 
biological  treatment  in  which  protozoa  inimical  to  bacteria  are 
used,  but  this  is  not  yet  well  known  in  this  country  and  treatment 
by  the  other  processes,  either  alone  or  in  combination,  is  the  usual 
procedure. 

The  various  technical  procedures  carried  out  in  a  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination  usually  include  (i)  a  count  of  the  micro-organisms 
developing  at  a  temperature  of  22  deg.  C.  on  ordinary  standard 
gelatine  or  agar  during  three  days’  incubation.  (2)  A  count  of 
those  organisms  which  develop  on  standard  agar-agar  at  a 
temperature  of  37  deg.  C.  during  two  days’  incubation.  (3) 
Qualitative  and  quantitative  tests  for  B.  coli  in  quantities  of  water 
up  to  100  c.c.  (4)  Qualitative  and  quantitative  tests  for  faecal  and 
other  streptococci.  (5)  Qualitative  and  quantitative  tests  for 
spores  of  B.  welchii.  (6)  A  record  of  the  presence  or  absence  of 
B.  coli  variants  and  special  organisms  such  as  B.  filamentosus,  etc. 
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In  deep  wells  or  borings  the  water  should  be,  and  generally 
is,  of  great  natural  purity.  This  is  found  to  be  so,  even  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  big  towns  and  in  the  London  area.  The  strata 
from  which  these  deep  borings  are  supplied  produces  a  practically 
sterile  water  and  any  water  that  may  have  come  more  directly  from 
the  surface  is  always  so  well  filtered  naturally  that  all  micro¬ 
organisms  are  removed  from  it  before  it  reaches  the  collecting  basin 
deep  underground.  These  waters  are  naturally  pure  and  require 
no  treatment  except  during  those  periods  when  work  is  being 
carried  on  in  headings  and  adits.  It  is  then  usual  to  chlorinate 
the  water  as  a  temporary  measure.  Shallow  wells  can  seldom,  in 
their  bacterial  content,  compare  favourably  with  deep  'borings. 

Grain  Water. 

1.  Sample  labelled  “Grain  Water  Supply,  Sample  taken  from 
Main  Storage  Tank  at  ii  a.m.,  7.3.38.” 

(a)  Average  number  of  colonies  in  one  mil.  of  the  sample  grow¬ 
ing  on  agar  at  37°  C.  in  two  days,  amounted  to  sixty- 
four. 

(b)  Typical  B.  Coli  absent  in  fifty  millilitres  of  the  sample. 

(c)  Lactose  fractors  (presumptive  B.  Coli)  absent  in  one 
hundred  millilitres  of  the  sample. 

2.  Sample  labelled  “Grain  Water  Supply,  Aerodrome.  Tank 
direct  from  Air  pump  taken  at  11.15  a.m.,  7.3.38.” 

(a)  Average  number  of  colonies  in  one  mil.  of  the  sample 
growing  on  agar  at  37°  C.  in  two  days  amounted  to  18. 

(b)  Typical  B.  Coli  absent  in  50  millilitres  of  the  sample. 

(c)  Lactose  fractors  (presumptive  B.  Coli)  absent  in  100  milli¬ 
litres  of  the  sample. 

3.  Sample  labelled  “Grain  Water  Supply.  Standpipe  in  Village, 
7-3-38.’' 

(a)  Average  number  of  colonies  in  one  mil.  of  the  sample  grow¬ 
ing  on  agar  at  37°  C.  in  two^  days,  amounted  to  ^2,000. 

(b)  Typical  B.  Coli  absent  in  50  mils,  of  the  sample. 

(c)  Lactose  fractors  (presumptive  B.  Coli)  present  to  the  extent 
of  two  per  hundred  mils. 

4.  The  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  this  sample  in  parts  per 
100,000  were  as  follows  :  — 

Colour  in  two  foot  tube. — ^Slightly  olive. 

Odour. — Nil. 

Insoluble  matter. — Nil. 

Reaction  pH  value. — ^8.0  (very  alkaline). 

Ammonia,  free  and  saline. — 0.00 10. 

Ammonia,  albuminoid. — Nil. 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  4  hours. — 0.020. 
Nitrogen  present  as  nitrites. — Nil. 

Oxygen  present  as  nitrates. — 0.041. 

Chlorine  present  as  chlorides.  —  ii.o. 

Total  hardness. — 2.1. 

Poisonous  metals. — ^None  could  be  detected.  A  slight  trace  of 
iron  was  present. 
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Samples  received  30th  November,  1937. 
Results  forwarded  3rd  December,  1937. 


Description  of  Sample. 

No.  of  organisms  per  c.c. 
capable  of  growth  on 
Agar  at  : 

B.  coli 

(presumptive) 

Other  Tests 

0 

0 

22°  C. 

B.  36526. 

Water  from  tap  at  Mr. 
Passmore,  Small  Holding, 
No.  29  (K.C.C.)  Shore 

Ifield. 

4 

2 

Absent  in 
100  c.cs. 

B.  36527. 

Water  from  Higham  and 
Hundred  of  Hoo  Water 

^3 .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

11 

Absent  in 
100  c.cs. 

B  36528. 

Water  from  Tap  in  High 
Street,  Hailing.  Mid-Kent 
Water  Co.  ... 

0 

1 

Absent  in 
100  c.cs. 

B.  36529. 

Water  from  War  Dept. 
Supply,  Grain.  P'rom 

common  tap  nr.  Daggetts 
Row . 

5 

16 

Present  in 
30  c.cs. 

Remarks. — 3.^6 ^26.  Good  water. 

B.^6S2J.  Good  water. 

8.36^28.  Good  water. 

B.^6^2g.  B.  coli  (presumptive)  present  in  30  c.c.  absent  in 
20  c.c.  Further  tests  showed  these  to  belong  to  the  “Aerogenes” 

group.  Fair.  LOUIS  L.  GRIFFITHS, 

Pathologist. 

Conclusions. — There  appears  to  be  nothing  wrong  with  the 
samples.  The  sample  from  the  stand  pipe  in  the  village  indicates 
that  the  supply  needs  watching  and  investigation  as  to  the  reason 
why  there  are  lactose  fractors  and  numerous  organisms  in  it  when 
the  rest  of  the  supply  is  so  good. 


Sample  received  i6th  February,  1938. 
Result  forwarded  19th  February,  1938. 


Description  of  Sample. 

No.  of  organisms  per  c.e. 
capable  of  growth  on 
Agar  at  : 

B.  coli 

tpresumptive) 

Other  Tests 

37°  C. 

22°  C. 

C.  6175. 

Water  from  Town  supply. 
War  Department,  Grain  ... 

186 

1079 

Absent  in 
100  c.cs 

Remarks. — 'C.6175.  B.  Coli  absent  in  100  c.cs.  No  evidence 
of  faecal  contamination,  but  counts  far  too  high.  Unsatisfactory. 

(Signed)  L.  L.  GRIFFITHS, 

Pathologist. 
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Subject  : —Water  Supply,  Grain  Island. 

The  water  supply  is  neither  filtered  nor  chlorinated.  It  is 
obtained  from  a  tube  well  at  the  Aerodrome  Pumping  Station 
which  is  located  about  300  yards  from  the  Fort. 


The  strata  penetrated  by  the  tube  are  as  follows  ;  — 


Stratum  Thickness  of  Stratum 

Total 

I-^oam  ...  ...  ,  * . 

F 

0" 

,1' 

0" 

Small  Ballast 

5' 

0" 

6' 

0" 

Mottled  Clay 

9' 

284' 

15' 

o'' 

15' 

0" 

Blue  Clay 

6" 

299' 

315' 

315' 

6" 

Sandy  Clay  ... 

6" 

0" 

Peat  ... 

0' 

6" 

6" 

Grey  &  Green  Sands 
(Pebbles  and  Pyrites) 

9' 

6" 

325' 

327' 

0" 

Brown  Clay  and  Sand 

2' 

6" 

6" 

Grey  Sand  ... 

34' 

6" 

362' 

0" 

The  water  levels  are  : — ^Standing,  105/iioft.  Pumping,  128ft. 

As  is  the  case  with  deep  wells  in  this  area,  water  is  obtained 
from  the  Thanet  Sand  under  the  London  Clay. 

The  water  is  alkaline  in  reaction,  is  soft  and  has  a  corrosive 
action  on  iron  tanks  and  pipes. 

The  water  is  raised  to  ground  level  by  an  air  lift  pump  and  is 
run  into  a  storage  tank  of  36,000  gallons  capacity.  The  water  is 
lifted  from  this  tank  by  a  centrifugal  pump  to  two  overhead  con¬ 
nected  supply  tanks  of  4,500  gallons  capacity  each.  These  iron 
tanks  are  covered  and  screened  but  a  small  defect  was  noticed  in 
the  screening  of  the  storage  tank. 

The  output  of  the  air  lift  pump  is  stated  to  be  2,300  gallons 
per  hour.  Pumping  is  carried  out  on  three  days  a  week  for  a  few 
hours  each  day. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  following  :  ■ — 

Grain  Fort.  Used  by  T.A.  in  summer.  A  master  gunner  is  in 
charge  at  present  and  occupies  a  married  soldier’s  quarter 
in  the  Fort. 

Married  Soldiers’  Quarters.  There  are  eleven  quarters,  all  occupied 
by  personnel  of  Yantlett  Battery  (experimental  Establish¬ 
ment,  Shoeburyness). 

Grain  Village.  There  are  about  100  houses  in  this  Village  and  the 
population  is  very  approximately  300. 

In  the  village,  water  is  laid  on  to  the  newer  houses  and  others 
draw  water  from  stand  pipes  on  the  roadside.  The  consumption 
of  water  varies  from  20,000  gallons  per  week  in  winter  to  40,000 
in  summer. 

Sample  (2)  is  nearest  to  the  source  and  sample  (3)  is  furthest. 
It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  some  deterioration  of  the  water  in  its 
passage  through  the  tanks  and  pipes. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  following  action  should  be  taken  : 

I .  All  tanks  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  cement 
washed  inside  or  given  a  protective  anti-corrosive  coating  with  one 
of  the  preparations  supplied  by  Detel  Products,  Ltd.,  Long  Ehrive, 
Greenford,  Middlesex. 
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2.  As  a  temporary  measure,  the  water  in  the  storage  tank 
should  be  chlorinated  by  hand  weekly.  It  is  suggested  that  a  dose 
of  I  Jibs,  of  bleach  might  be  added  as  a  solution  to  the  small  lO 
gallon  tank  at  the  head  of  the  rising  main  pefore  pumping  is  com¬ 
menced. 

3.  Samples  should  be  collected  and  examined  at  regular 
intervals,  weekly  or  fortnighty,  as  a  check. 

4.  Sample  lengths  of  pipes  at  various  points  in  the  system 
should  be  exposed  and  examined  to  ascertain  their  condition ; 
defective  or  corroded  pipes  being  replaced  as  necessary. 

5.  Personnel  employed  at  the  Pumping  Station  should  be 
examined  to  ensure  that  no  “carriers”  are  employed.  This  has 
probably  been  done  already. 

6.  To  maintain  the  purity  of  a  water  supply  such  as  this  it  is 
considered  that  the  provision  of  an  automatic  chlorinator  is 
essential. 

Gravesend  and  Milton  Water  Works  Co.,  Ltd. 

Report  on  samples  of  water  received  from  Gravesend  and 
Milton  Water  Works  Co.,  Ltd.  The  following  samples  were  re¬ 
ceived  : — ^No.  I,  a  sample  from  the  Old  Well;  No.  2,  a  sample  from 
the  Northfleet  Well.  Both  these  were,  chemically  and  bacteriologic- 
ally,  of  the  highest  quality.  Both  had,  when  cold,  a  moderate 
action  on  iron,  an  appreciable  amount  being  kept  in  solution.  The 
action  of  both  on  zinc  was  strong,  on  copper  very  slight  and, 
on  lead,  practically  none. 

Analytical  Details. 


Old  Well 

is! orthfleet  Well 

Appearance 

Clear 

Clear 

Colour 

Pale  bluish 

Pale  bluish 

Smell 

None 

None 

Deposit 

None 

None 

Phosphoric  acid 
Hardness  before 

Very  minute  trace 

Very  minute  trace 

boiling 

Hardness  after 

22 1  degrees  Clark 

2o\  degrees  Clark 

boiling 

5  degrees 

3J  degrees 

Colour  of  residue 

White 

White 

Behaviour  on 

Darkens  very 

Does  not  darken 

ignition 

slightly 

Grains  per  gallon. 

Total  dry  residue 

30.52 

24.08 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0.006 

0.008 

Chlorine 

1.82 

1. 12 

Nitric  acid 

3-36 

1.24 

Ammonia 

0.0000 

0.0000 

Albuminoid  ammonia  .. 

0.001 1 

0.0000 

Free  carbonic  acid  (C02^ 

2.7; 

2. ,16 

Bacteriolo gical  examination. 

Total  on  gelatine  per  c.c. 

0 

0 

B.  Coli  absent  in 

76  c.c. 

76  c.c. 

Iron 

Zinc 

Copper 

Lead 
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Action  on  metals  when  cold. 


Moderate 
Strong 
Very  slight 
Minute 


Moderate 
Strong 
Very  slight 
Minute 


Swimming  Baths. 

Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  result  of  the  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  of  samples,  and  the  cost  of  installing  a  filtration  plant,  the 
swimming  bath  at  Hailing  Institute  has  been  closed. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Report  on  samples  taken  at 
“Laughing  Water,”  Cobham. 


Description  of  Sample. 

No.  of  organisms  per  c.c. 
capable  of  growth  on 
Agar  at  : 

B.  coli 

(presumptive) 

Other  Tests 

.37°  C. 

22°  C. 

B.22948 

*■  Laughing  Water,”  Cobham 
(Deep  end) 

B.22949 

228 

432 

Present  in 

1  c.c. 

“  Laughing  Water,”  Cobham 
(Shallow  end) 

5020 

5050 

Present  in 

10  c.cs. 

Remarks. — B.22g4.8.  B.  coli  (presumptive)  present  in  i  c.c. 

Further  tests  showed  these  to  be  typical  B.  coli.  Not  a  good  water. 

B.22g4.g.  B-.  coli  (presumptive)  present  in  lo  c.cs.  Further 

tests  showed  the  presence  of  a  typical  B.  coli  in  40  c.cs.  Not  a  good 
water. 

LOUIS  L.  GRIFFITHS:, 

Pathologist. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year,  our  efforts  were  directed  towards  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  existing  drains,  viz.  : — Relaying  and  ventilating 
drains  and  paving  yards.  In  this  connection  many  permanent 
improvements  were  carried  out. 

Refuse,  Disposing,  Scavenging. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  the  Council 
have  introduced  a  scheme  of  refuse  collection  intO'  10  Parishes 
(by  Contract),  and  it  is  proving  satisfactory. 

Hailing  Drainage. 

Hailing  is  mainly  a  water  closet  town,  and  excrement  disposal 
is  by  water  carriage  in  closed  sewers  to  a  sewage  disposal  works, 
where  the  purification  works  consists  of  two  grit  chambers,  three 
septic  tanks,  three  upward-flow  cellular  tanks  and  three  bacterial 
tanks,  with  cleaning  chambers,  valve  chambers,  &c. 

House  refuse  is  deposited  in  portable  receptacles  with  covers 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

Samples  of  the  effluent  of  Hailing  Sewage  Works  were  favour¬ 
ably  reported  on  by  the  County  Analyst. 

Hoo  Main  Drainage. 

In  June,  1935,  the  Council  decided  to  employ  Mr.  Martin, 
M.I.C.E.,  F.G.S.,  in  the  capacity  of  Consulting  Engineer,  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Hoo.  The  present  population  is 
approximately  2,500,  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  about 
590.  The  Parish  is  an  extensive  one,  and  the  levels  are  such  that 
the  whole  of  the  inhabited  area  can  be  drained  by  gravitation.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  i^i6,ooo. 

Dumping  of  House  Refuse  from  Outside  Districts  in 

the  Strood  Area. 

I  received  complaints,  chiefly  from  the  Parishes  of  Meopham, 
Grain  and  Halstow  respecting  Nuisance  caused  by  the  dump¬ 
ing  of  House  Refuse  in  these  districts  by  outside  Authorities. 

Bye-Laws  Adopted. 

The  Common  Seal  of  the  District  Council  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Strood,  was  hereto  affixed  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  1929,  and  allowed  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
on  the  tenth  day  of  June,  1929,  concerning  the  Bye-Laws  of  the 
Council  for  the  Prevention  of  Nuisances  arising  from  filth,  dust, 
ashes  and  rubbish  in  that  portion  of  the  Rural  District  of  Strood, 
which  comprises  the  contributory  places  of  Cliffe,  Cuxton,  Denton, 
Frindsbury  Extra,  Hailing  and  Strood  Extra. 

These  Bye-Laws  have  been  of  considerable  assistance  to  us  in 
the  prevention  of  nuisances. 

Strood  Extra  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  Rochester. 

Denton  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Borough  of  Gravesend. 


Bye-Laws  m  Force. 


With  respect  to  New  Buildings... 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  arising 
from  Deposits  of  Filthy  Dust, 
Ashes  and  Rubbish 
Regulations,  Cowsheds,  Dairies 
and  Milkshops 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Licensing 
Registering  and  Inspection  of 
Slaughterhouses 

Byelaws  requiring  Animals  to  be 
stunned  before  slaughter 
Byelaws  with  respect  to  offensive 
trades  Denton,  Frindsbury  Extra 
and  Strood  Extra 


Adopted  31st  January,  1936, 
allowed  by  M.  of  H.  26th 
March,  1936. 

Adopted  1 2th  April,  1929, 
allowed  by  M.  of  H.  loth 
June,  1929. 

Adopted  8th  December,  1910. 

Adopted  20th  August,  1908, 
allowed  13th  October,  1908. 
Adopted  1 2th  June,  1925, 
allowed  5th  August,  1925. 

Adopted  1 2th  September,  1912, 
allowed  12th  November,  1912. 


Strood  Extra  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  Rochester. 
Denton  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Borough  of  Gravesend. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

For  the  most  part  the  milk  consumed  is  produced  in  the 
District,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  its  purity  and  whole¬ 
someness.  There  are  66  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District,  all 
of  which  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  where  necessary, 
instructions  given  as  to  the  necessity  of  cleanliness,  personal  and 
otherwise,  and  also  as  to  cleansing  of  utensils,  cattle  sheds,  &c. 

Grade  ‘‘  A  ”  (Accredited)  Milk  Scheme. 

Notification  has  been  received  from  the  Kent  County  Council, 
that  the  following  had  been  licensed  for  the  production  of  Grade 
“A”  (Accredited)  Milk,  within  this  Council’s  area. 

Mr.  F.  Talbot,  Manor  Farm,  Frindsbury  Extra. 

Mr.  C.  Batchelor,  Rye  Street  Farm,  Cliffe. 

Mr.  T.  Hoppe,  Cobhambury  Farm,  Cobham. 

Mr.  B'.  Osenton,  Solomon’s  Farm,  High  Halstow. 

Messrs.  J.  Tickell,  Lomer  Farm,  Meopham. 

Mr.  S.  Osenton,  Formby  Farm,  Hailing. 

Messrs.  F.  Mitchell,  Bush  Farm,  Cuxton. 

Mrs.  W.  Baker,  Thong  House  Farm,  Shorne. 

Messrs.  W.  Filmer  &  Son,  Courtsole  Farm,  Cliffe. 

Mr.  S.  Osenton,  Dalham  Farm,  High  Halstow. 

Mr.  T.  Eddleston,Woodhill  Farm,  Meopham. 

Mr,  C.  Barton,  Ashmere  Farm,  Meopham. 

Grade  ‘‘  A  ”  milk  is  required  to  contain  not  more  than  200,000 
organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  and  B.  Coli  should  be  absent  from 
too  of  a  cubic  centimetre.  Of  the  above  samples  all  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  12  conformed  with  the  Order. 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

This  is  milk  retained  at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  145°  and 
not  more  than  I50°F.  for  at  least  half-an-hour  and  cooled 
immediately  to  a  temperature  of  not  more  than  55°F.  It  must  not 
contain  more  than  100,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre. 

Of  three  samples  taken  during  the  year,  one  reached  the 
required  standard  of  cleanliness,  one  just  failed  whilst  the  third 
was  a  very  poor  sample. 

Inspection  of  Cows. 

The  number  in  milk  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  approximately 
922.  They  were  examined  at  frequent  intervals  by  the  veterinary 
inspector  and  the  sanitary  inspector. 

Provision  of  Milk  for  School  Children. 

Under  this  Scheme  the  price  of  milk  consumed  in  schools  by 
young  children,  is  reduced  to  one  shilling  per  gallon,  thus  enabling 
it  to  be  supplied  to  children  at  Jd.  for  one-third  of  a  pint,  instead 
of  id.  as  hitherto.  The  milk  will,  wherever  possible,  be  supplied 
in  bottles  containing  one-third  of  a  pint. 

The  Board  urge  that  any  areas  where  a  supply  of  efficiently 
pasteurised  milk  is  available,  such  milk  should  in  all  cases  be 


36 


provided.  In  other  areas,  all  possible  precautions  should  be  taken 
to  ensure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  safety  of  the  supply. 

The  Scheme  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1934. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  1 1  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District,  which  have  been 
regularly  inspected.  Your  Sanitary  Officer  visits  them  as  much  as 
possible  at  times  of  killing.  The  condition  of  these  places  is,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in  the  District. 


In  1920. 

In  January, 
1926. 

In  December, 
1937. 

Registered 

2 

2 

4 

Licensed 

6 

6 

7 

Total 

8 

8 

11 

Slaughter  House  Licences. 

Formal  applications  having  been  made  in  that  behalf  for  the 
renewal  of  Licences  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  Slaughter  Houses 
in  the  District,  a  renewal  of  the  Licences  was  granted  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  instances,  for  a  further  period  of  12  months  from  the  date  of 
this  meeting,  the  Inspector  having  reported  that  all  the  premises 
in  question  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


Name  of  Occupier  of  Slaughter 
House. 

Situation  of  Slaughter  House. 

Oliver  Smith  Russell 

The  Green,  Meopham. 

William  Ashby 

Cemetery  Road,  Hailing. 

Albert  Edward  Whyman 

Hermitage  Road,  Higham. 

Walter  Sturt 

Reed  Street,  Cliffe. 

S.  H.  Weekes  . 

Turner^s  Road,  Cliffe. 

W.  A.  Oakes 

‘‘Dean  Mead,’’  Harvel,  Meopham. 

Frank  Gore 

Station  Road,  Hailing. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 — Licences. 

Formal  application  having  been  made  in  that  behalf,  for 
renewal  of  Licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a  Slaughter 
House  or  Knackers’  Yard,  it  was  resolved,  upon  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Inspector,  that  the  Council,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
given  to  them,  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  do 
hereby  grant  renewal  of  Licences  under  the  Act  for  a  period  of  one 
year,  to  the  undermentioned  persons  :  — 

Ernest  Larkin,  5,  May  Cottage,  Cliffe. 

Ernest  Walter  Sturt,  Osborne  House,  Reed  Street,  Cliffe. 
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William  Elford,  High  Street,  Cliffe. 

Edward  George  Dowsett,  i,  Tabley  Villas,  Cliffe. 

Sydney  Herbert  Weekes,  i,  St.  George’s  Terrace,  Cliffe. 
William  John  Broad,  The  Street,  Cobham. 

Thomas  George  Cook,  Kent  Road,  Hailing, 

Cyril  Perm  King,  7,  Kent  Terrace,  Meopham. 

Charles  Percy  Ing,  Florence  Cottages,  Meopham  Green, 
Meopham. 

Ronald  Frank  King,  “Monkreed,”  Longheld  Hill,  Meopham, 
Oliver  Smith  Russell,  “  Barnside,”  Meopham  Green, 
Meopham. 

Bertram  Broad,  High  Street,  Hoo. 

George  J.  Stopps,  High  Street,  Hoo. 

Dennis  Harry  Stopps,  High  Street,  Stoke. 

Benjamin  Cooper,  City  Restaurant,  Rochester. 

Herbert  Velpuna,  125,  Kent  Road,  Hailing. 

It  was  also  resolved,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Inspector,  that  a  Licence  under  the  said  Act,  be  granted  to  Henry 
Ralph  Ward,  4,  Cliffe  Villa,  Cliffe,  for  a  period  of  one  year  from 
the  date  of  this  meeting. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  1 1  in  the  District.  They  have  all  been  systematically 
inspected  and  usually  found  fairly  well  kept. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 


These  Acts  are  now  administered  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  Weights  and  Measures  Department.  I  am  indebted  to 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  for  the  following  informa¬ 
tion. 

For  the  Year  ended  31ST  December,  1937. 

The  parishes  of  All  Hallows,  Cliffe,  Cooling,  Frindsbury 
Extra,  Higham,  High  Halstow,  Hoo,  St.  James,  Grain,  St.  Mary, 
Shome.  and  Stoke. 


New  Milk  .  51 

Skimmed  Milk  .  i 

Butter  .  21 

Margarine  .  19 

Lard  .  10 

Cheese  .  i 

Shredded  Suet  .  i 

Rice  .  I 

Cocoa  .  4 

Baking  Powder .  2 

Sugar  .  3 

Flour  .  I 

,,  Self  Raising  ...  i 
Mustard  Compound  ...  i 

Cornflour  .  i 

Cafe  au  lait .  i 

Olive  Oil  .  2 


Camphorated  Oil  .  i 

Zinc  Ointment  .  i 

Boracic  Ointment  .  i 

Castor  Oil  .  2 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. . .  i 

Cod  Liver  Oil  .  i 

Glycerine  .  i 

Iodine  .  i 

Coffee  .  2 

Chicory  and  Coffee  ...  i 

Cake  Fruit  .  i 

Brandy  .  i 

Rum  .  I 

Whisky  .  3 

Gin  .  3 


Total 


142 
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One  milk  retailer  was  prosecuted  for  selling  new  milk  1 1  % 
deficient  in  fat.  He  was  fined  £2  and  £2  2s.  costs.  (He  had  been 
previously  cautioned  for  selling  milk  deficient  in  fat.) 

W.  R.  BREED, 
Official  Sampling  Officer. 

6th  January,  1938. 


Offensive  Trades. 


None  in  Area. 

Common  Lodging  Houses, 

There  are  none  in  the  District. 

Institutions  in  the  District. 

Several  Batteries  and  Barracks  under  the  control  of  the  War 
Office. 

Gravesend  Airport. 

Gravesend  Airport,  which  is  situated  near  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  occupies  an  area  of  153  acres,  was  licensed  in  June, 
1932.  The  elevation  is  250  feet,  and  is  comparatively  free  from 
fog — actually  35%  of  London.  The  buildings  consist  of  a  club¬ 
house,  two  hangars  and  accommodation  for  Customs  and  Alien 
Examination  Rooms.  In  addition  to  private  flying  and  instruc¬ 
tion,  the  Aerodrome  is  used,  in  emergency,  by  the  Royal  Dutch 
Air  Line  (K.L.M.),  the  German  Luft  Hansa  (Amsterdam  and 
Cologne),  the  Belgian  S.A.B.E.N.A.  (Brussels),  Imperial  Airways 
(Brussels  and  Cologne),  Air  France,  and  the  Hillman  Airways. 

In  connection  with  the  International  Sanitary  Convention  for 
Aerial  Navigation,  a  Ministry  of  Health  official  visited  the 
Aerodrome  in  August,  1934. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  during  the  year. 

It  is  to  a  large  extent  a  consolidating  Act  but  some  important 
amendments  and  modifications  have  been  introduced. 

It  is  divided  into  twelve  parts  and  has  a  total  of  347  sections ; 
I  do  not  therefore  propose  to  prepare  an  exhaustive  report  but  to 
deal  with  such  major  amendments  in  the  law  as  particularly  affect 
the  district. 

Sec.  154 — Sales,  etc.,  by  Persons  Collecting  Rags,  etc. 

Persons  collecting  or  dealing  in  rags,  old  clothes,  or  similar 
articles  must  not  sell  or  deliver,  whether  gratuitously  or  not,  any 
food  or  drink  to  any  person,  or  any  article  whatsoever  to  a  person 
under  the  age  of  /^. 

Under  the  old  law  it  was  an  offence  to  sell  or  distribute  any 
article  of  foodi  or  any  balloon  or  other  toy  from  any  cart,  barrow, 
or  other  vehicle  used  for  the  collection  of  rags,  old  clothes,  etc. 
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Cases  have  arisen  where  summonses  were  dismissed  on  the  ground 
that  the  sale  or  distribution  took  place  not  from  a  vehicle,  but  from 
a  bag  which  the  dealer  carried  in  his  hand  and  questions  have  also 
arisen  whether  the  words  “or  other  toy”  could  include  such  articles 
as  school  exercise  books,  pencils,  necklaces,  etc.  These  points 
have  now  been  coveredi. 

Sec.  269 — ^PowER  to  Control  Use  of  (Moveable  Dwellings. 

This  section  is  directed  to  the  control  of  holiday  camps  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  should  prove  useful  in 
dealing  with  encampments  of  a  more  permanent  kind  found  in 
some  districts. 

It  is  the  section  which  it  was  hoped  would  assist  the  Council 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  caravan  encampments  in  the  distriot 
but  in  view  of  the  exemption  afforded  by  sub-section  (5)  (ii)  it 
seems  reasonable  to  doubt  whether  it  will  prove  of  much  practical 
use  for  this  purpose. 

The  expression  “moveable  dwelling”  includes  any  tent,  any 
van  or  other  conveyance  whether  on  wheels  or  not,  and  any  shed 
or  similar  structure  used  for  human  habitation ;  but  sub-section 
(5)  (ii)  provides  that  nothing  in  the  section  is  tO'  apply  to  a  move- 
able  dwelling  which  belongs  to  a  person  who  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
travelling  circus,  roundabout,  amusement  fair,  stall  or  store  (not 
being  a  pedlar,  hawker  or  costermonger)  and  which  is  regularly 
used  by  him  in  the  course  of  travelling  for  the  purpose  of  his 
business. 

The  section  empowers  local  authorities  to  grant  licences  of 
two  kinds,  viz.  :  — 

(1)  in  respect  of  land  to  be  used  as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings, 

(2)  in  respect  of  moveable  dwellings, 
and  to  attach  conditions  to  the  licences. 

An  applicant  aggrieved  by  a  refusal  to  grant  him  a  licence  or 
by  any  condition  attached  to  a  licence  may  appeal  to  the  Justices. 

The  section  makes  it  an  offence  for  a  moveable  dwelling  to  be 
kept  on  any  one  site  (or  on  two  or  more  sites  in  succession  if  any 
one  of  those  sites  is  within  100  yards  of  another  of  them)  on  more 
than  42  consecutive  days,  or  on  60  days  in  any  twelve  consecutive 
months,  unless  either  the  land  is  licensed  or  the  dwelling  is 
licensedi. 

No  offence  will  be  committel  by  keeping  an  unlicensed  dwell¬ 
ing  on  a  licensed  site,  nor  by  keeping  a  licensed  or  exempted  dwell¬ 
ing  on  an  unlicensed  site. 


HOUSING. 

(1)  General  housing  conditions  in  the  area. 

Many  cases  of  overcrowding  exist  in  the  District,  and  the 
Council  are  gradually  relieving  the  inevitable  distress  by  building 
houses  to  be  let  at  an  economic  rent.  See  detailed  report. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  are  on  a  main  water  supply,  and 
where  the  Companies’  water  is  not  available  an  adequate  rain-water 
system  is  in  vogue. 
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In  the  semi-urban  parts  of  the  District,  water  closets  are  almost 
universally  provided,  but  in  the  outlying  rural  Parishes,  pail 
closets  are  more  the  rule  than  the  exception.  Only  in  one  or  two 
cases  is  common  accommodation  the  practice. 

Bye-laws  in  respect  of  New  Buildings  have  been  in  force  in  the 
District  since  1897  and  revised  in  1936. 

Owing  to  the  general  character  of  Housing  conditions  in  the 
District  (mostly  rural),  no  part  of  the  District  can  be  described  as 
an  “  unhealthy  area.’* 


Housing.  Council’s  Property. 

(a)  50  houses  were  built  in  1916  in  the  Parish  of  Hoo  by  the 

former  Hoo  Rural  District  Council. 

50  houses  were  built  in  1916  in  the  Parish  of  Wainscott  by 
the  former  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

(b)  96  houses  were  built  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1919 

between  1919  and  1921  by  the  former  Hoo  Rural  District 
Council  in  the  following  Parishes:  — 


All  Hallows  .  12 

Grain  .  12 

High  Halstow  .  8 

Hoo  .  40 

Stoke  .  12 

St.  Mary  .  12 


(c)  58  houses  were  built  in  1931  in  the  Parish  of  Hoc  by  the 

former  Hoo  R.D.C.  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(d)  12  houses  were  built  in  1935  at  Stoke  for  displaced  persons 

under  the  Housing  Act  of  1930  by  the  former  Hoo 

R.D.C. 

8  houses  were  built  in  1935  in  the  Parish  of  High  Halstow 
for  displaced  persons  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1930  by 
the  former  Hoo  R.D.C. 

(e)  8  houses  were  built  in  1927  in  the  Parish  of  Shorne  under 

Housing  Act,  1923,  by  the  former  Strood  R.D.C. 

(f)  4  houses  were  built  in  1929  in  the  Parish  of  Meopham 

under  the  Housing  Act  of  1923  by  the  former  Strood 

R.D.C. 

(g)  4  houses  were  built  in  1929  in  the  Parish  of  Chalk  under 

the  Housing  Act,  1923,  by  the  former  Strood  R.D.C. 

(h)  8  houses  were  built  in  1931  in  the  Parish  of  Higham  under 

the  Housing  Act,  1890,  by  the  former  Strood  R.D.C. 

(j)  (i)  Four  houses  were  built  in  1932,  Shorne. 

(ii)  Two  houses  were  built  in  1932,  Higham. 

(iii)  Two  houses  were  built  in  1932,  Luddesdown. 

Housing  Act,  1890,  by  the  former  Strood  R.D.C. 

(k)  4  houses  were  built  in  1934  in  the  Parish  of  Meopham  under 

the  Housing  Act,  1890,  by  the  former  Strood  R.D.C. 

(l)  (i)  Six  houses  were  built  in  1935,  Wainscott. 

(ii)  Six  houses  were  built  in  1935,  Higham. 

(iii)  Four  houses  were  built  in  1935,  Shorne. 
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(iv)  Two  houses  were  built  in  1935,  Cobham. 

(v)  Four  houses  were  built  in  1935,  Cliffe. 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 

(m)  Fourteen  houses  were  built  in  1937-38  at  Hailing  (6  A3, 
6  A4,  2  B5). 

Ten  houses  were  built  in  1937-38  at  Stoke  (4  A3,  4  A4, 

2  Bs). 

Two  houses  were  built  in  1937-38  at  Cobham  (2  A3). 

Two  houses  were  built  in  1937-38  at  Wainscott  (2  A3). 

In  addition  the  Council  own  4  houses  at  Cobham,  purchased 
and  reconditioned  in  1925. 

The  Council  own  368  houses,  these  are  let  at  an  average  weekly 
rental  of  7s.  9d. 

Houses  Built  by  Private  Enterprise  and  Other  Bodies* 

(a)  68  houses  were  built  during  1927  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1923-24,  and  by  private  enterprise. 

(b)  52  houses  were  built  during  1928  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1923-24,  and  by  private  enterprise. 

(c)  58  houses  were  built  during  1929  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1923-24,  and  by  private  enterprise. 

(d)  66  houses  were  built  during  1930  by  private  enterprise. 

(e)  1 17  houses  were  built  during  1931  by  private  enterprise 

and  by  Gravesend  Corporation. 

(f)  i  182  houses  were  built  during  1932  by  private  enterprise, 
ii  168  houses  were  built  during  1932  by  the  Corporation  of 

Gravesend. 

iii  92  houses  were  built  during  1932  by  the  City  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Rochester. 

(g)  i  542  houses  were  built  during  1933  by  private  enterprise, 
ii  176  houses  and  12  flats  were  built  during  1933  by  the 

Corporation  of  Gravesend. 

iii  82  houses  were  built  during  1933  by  the  City  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Rochester. 

(h)  i  Central  Offices  for  all  departments  embodying  Council 

Chamber,  etc.,  were  erected  by  the  Council  during 

^934- 

ii  355  houses  were  built  during  1934  by  private  enterprise, 
and  of  this  number  136  were  transferred  to  the  City 
of  Rochester  upon  April  ist,  1934. 

(i)  149  houses  were  built  during  1935  by  private  enterprise, 

and  of  this  number  48  were  transferred  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Gravesend  under  the  County  of  Kent  Review 
Order,  1935. 

(j)  1 18  houses  were  built  during  1936  by  Private  Enterprise, 

also  a  convalescent  home  for  the  Shaftesbury  Homes 
and  Arethusa  Training  Ship  Authorities. 

(k)  94  houses  were  built  during  1937  by  Private  Enterprise. 

2,331  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  area  during  the  past 
twelve  years  by  private  enterprise  and  other  Local  Authorities,  but 
of  this  number  716  were  erected  during  the  past  four  years. 
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(2)  Number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

rgig,  1923,  or  1924:  — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 


'  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
Acts  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  393 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  727 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  104 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unht  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  21 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  320 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sees.  17,  18,  23  Housing  Act, 

1930:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ... 


6 

6 

Nil. 


2 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Secs.  19  and  21,  Housing  Act, 

1930:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  6 

'd)  Proceedings  under  Sec.  20,  Housing  Act,  1930 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspect¬ 

ions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

160 

... 

... 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

28 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  . 

Workplaces  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises). 

'X'oIhI  •••  •••  ••• 

188 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

(1) 

No.  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
wiiicb  Pro¬ 
secutions 
were  inst’d 

(5) 

F'ound 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

... 

Want  of  Ventilation 

•  •  • 

... 

Overcrowding 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Nuisances 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Sanitary  (insufficient  ... 

.  ,y.  i  unsuitable  or  defective 

... 

•  •  • 

Accommodation  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under-ground 

► 

•  *  • 

bakehouse  (s.  101)  . 

... 

•  *  • 

*  •  • 

Other  Offences . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921.) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

nPotB-l  ••• 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


I  would  like  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  able  assist¬ 
ance  I  have  received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Public  Health 
Surveyor  and  other  members  of  the  Public  Health  Staff. 

M.  F.  McDonnell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
Strood. 

May,  igs8. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  1937. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1937,  in  respect  of  my  duties  as 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspection  Officer  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
Inspector  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Factories  and  Workshops,  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector  and  Petroleum  Inspector. 


Housing  Acts,  1925  and  1930.  Inspections. 

During  the  past  year  27  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  and  the  following  table 
shows  what  action  was  taken  in  the  several  Parishes:  — 


Name  of  Parish. 

Allhallows  . 

Frindsbury  . 

Grain  . 

Hailing  . 

High  Halstow  . 

Stoke  . 


No.  inspected 
under  Sec.  17. 

2 

4 


No.  inspected 
under  Sec.  19. 
12 

2 

4 

1 

2 


6  21 


Notices  for  repairs  were  served  in  respect  of  the  6  houses  under 
Section  17. 

Under  Section  19,  Demolition  Orders  were  made  respecting 
14  houses  and  undertaking  to  repair  in  respect  of  7  houses. 


Nuisance  Inspections. 

366  premises  were  inspected  under  the  P.H.  Acts.  Where 
nuisances  or  defects  were  found  to  exist,  notices  were  served  to 
remedy  such  defects.  It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  during 
the  year  Statutory  Notices  in  respect  of  2  premises.  Re¬ 
inspections  followed  and  frequent  visits  made  whilst  the  work 
was  in  progress. 

As  the  result  of  such  inspections  improvements  of  various  kinds 
were  affected  on  premises  in  the  District  during  the  year. 
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The  details  are  set  out  as  follows  :  — 

Cesspools  provided 
Cesspools  emptied 
Ceilings  repaired 
Ceilings  cleansed 
Cisterns  repaired 
Cisterns  provided 
Chimney  stacks  repaired 
Chimney  pots  provided, 

Copper  brickwork  repaired 
Coppers  provided 
Copper  boilers  provided 
Damp  proof  courses  provided  ... 

Doors  repaired  ... 

Drains  cleared:  ... 

Drains  repaired  ... 

Drains,  new,  provided  ... 

Downpipes  repaired 
Dustbins  provided 
Floors  repaired  ... 

Floors,  new,  provided  ... 

Flushpipes  repaired 
Gutterings  repaired 
Gutterings  cleansed 
Inspection  covers  provided 
Premises  cleansed 
Pail  closets  provided  or  repaired 
Refuse  accumulations  removed 
Roofs  repaired  ... 

Sash  lines  provided 
Sinks  provided  ... 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  provided 
Stairs  repairedi  ... 

Stoves  repaired  or  provided  ... 

Vent  shafts  repaired  or  provided 
Walls,  external  repaired,  etc.  ... 

Walls  cleansed  ... 

Walls,  internal  repaired 

Window  sashes  repaired  or  provided  . . . 

W.C.’s  provided  or  repaired  ... 

W.C.  pans  provided 
W.C.  seats  repaired  or  provided 
Yard  pavings  repaired  or  provided  ... 
Miscellaneous 


8 

34 

46 

49 

5 

9 

4 

6 

1 1 

4 

5 

13 

3 

2 

18 

6 
38 

8 

5 

8 

18 

5 

3 
2 

9 

1 

49 

38 

4 

10 

2 

17 


41 

35 

39 

20 

7 

4 

4 

4 

16 


Infectious  Diseases. 

49  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1937,  20  of  which  were  removed  to  and 
treated  at  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  whole  of  the  cases  were  immediately  visited  and  a  general 
inspection  made  of  the  premises.  Steps  were  taken  to  remedy  any 
insanitary  defects,  which  were  found  to  exist,  the  premises  disin¬ 
fected  and  instructions  given  for  a  thorough  cleansing  of  the 
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premises.  The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  each  notifica¬ 
tion  and  the  Parishes  in  which  they  occurred  :  — 


C/5 

<v 

> 

•  ^ 

c/: 

2 

> 

0  c/2 
’-5 

Tuberculosis 

D 

> 

D  . 

0 

Parish. 

Total  cas 
notified 

OJ 

pc- 

•4-J 

T 

rt 

0 

c/: 

rC 

Ph 

• 

Q 

Erysipela 

Cl, 

T 

r- 

w 

E 

0)  0 

.,-1 

c 

c 

E 

D 

OJ 

£ 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

ill 

<u 

& 

d 

Ph 

B  a 

lU  cn 

u  0 
c«  E 

C/3  0 

u 

All  Hallows 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cooling  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cliffe . 

9 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

4 

Cobham  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cuxton  . 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Frindsbury  Ex  ... 

14 

2 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

6 

Grain . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Hailing  . 

8 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

Higham  . 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

] 

0 

0 

1 

Hoo  . 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

High  Halstow  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Luddesdown 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Meopham . 

6 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

St.  Mary  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Shorne  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Stoke  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals . 

49 

13 

9 

2 

0 

2 

5 

14 

4 

0 

20 

Total  cases  re¬ 
moved  to  Hospital 

0 

11 

7 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

104  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
and  Milkshops  in  the  District,  and  with  few  exceptions,  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  in  a  clean  condition. 

The  following  gives  the  number  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen, 
etc.,  on  the  Registers  :  — 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  ...  55 

Number  of  Dairymen  (not  Cowkeepers)  ...  1 1 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Bottled  Sterilized 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

50  samples  of  mixed  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologi¬ 
cal  Department,  Maidstone,  under  the  Grade  ‘‘A”  (Accredited) 
Milk  Scheme,  and  with  the  exception  of  12  samples  all  samples 
complied  with  the  prescribed  conditions. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

In  1937  74  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum 
and  Carbide  of  Calcium.  All  licences  are  renewed  annually. 
Petroleum  Licences  ...  ...  64 

Carbide  of  Calcium  Licenices  ...  10 

86  inspections  were  made  to  Licensed  premises  during  the 
year,  with  regard  to  the  installation  of  new  storage  tanks  and 
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pumps,  and  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being 
carried  out. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

I  have  inspected  from  time  to  time  the  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Bakehouses  in  the  District.  No  defects  were  found. 

There  are  42  Factories  and  23  Workshops,  and  g  Bakehouses 
situate  in  the  District. 


Water  Supply. 

The  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  following  Water 
Companies.  There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  where  main  water 
is  not  available  and  well  and  rainwater  is  being  used  as  a 
substitute. 

The  following  Companies  mains  are  in  use :  — 

The  Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Co. 

The  Mid-Kent  Water  Co. 

War  Department,  Grain. 

Samples  from  all  of  these  supplies  are  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst,  Maidstone,  and,  the  reports  of  the  samples  submitted 
during  the  year  proved  the  waters  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and 
suitable  for  drinking  purposes  except  in  one  instance. 

For  particulars  of  the  Analyst’s  Certificate  see  Medical  Officer’s 
Report. 

Further  particulars  respecting  the  water  shortage  will  be  found 
in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


Slaughter-houses. 


There  are  7  Licensed  and  4  Registered  Slaughter-houses  in  the 
District,  the  former  being  licensed  annually. 


Cliffe 
Cobh am 
Hailing 
Higham 
Hoo 

Meopham, 

Stoke 


Registered 

Registered 


I  Registered 
I  Registered 


2  Licensed. 


2  Licensed. 

1  Licensed. 

2  Licensed. 


321  visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  and  only  4  were  found 
to  require  limewashing.  This  work  was  carried  out. 

Your  Inspector  visits  slaughter-houses  as  often  as  possible  at 
times  of  killing,  but  more  frequent  inspection  is  impossible  as 
premises  are  scattered  over  the  16  Parishes  of  the  District,  and 
slaughtering  sometimes  takes  place  on  the  same  day  and  hour,  at 
different  premises. 

The  following  meat,  on  examination,  was  found  to  be  diseased, 
this  was  surrendered  and  destroyed  :  — 

2  Bullocks’  carcases.  Tuberculosis. 

1  Bullock’s  carcase.  Congested  and  ill  bled. 

4  Bullocks’  livers.  Tuberculosis  and  Flukes. 

2  Bullocks’  tongues  and  heads.  Tuberculosis. 

I  Bullock’s  liver.  Abscess. 
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Fore  rib  of  Beef  (37  lbs.).  Tuberculosis. 

Beef  294  lbs.  Tuberculosis. 

8  cwt.  various  joints.  Contaminated  by  sulphur  dioxide  due 
to  fracture  in  coils  of  Refrigerator. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  January,  1934.  Under  this  Act  it  is  necessary  for  all  persons 
engaged  in  slaughtering  or  stunning  animals  to  apply  to  the  local 
authority  for  a  licence  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  slaughter¬ 
houses  or  knacker’s  yards. 

16  applications  were  received  during  the  year  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  licences  granted  under  this  Act. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Bye-laws  are  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  Offensive  Trades  in 
the  Parishes  of  Frindsbury  Extra,  Strood  Extra  and  Denton. 

No  Offensive  Trades  are  carried  on  in  the  District. 

Disinfection  of  Premises. 

50  premises  were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  Infectious 
Disease,  Deaths,  and  removals  from  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

47  inspections  were  made  under  the  above  Act,  and  after 
distribution  of  poison  baits,  re-inspections  were  made. 

During  Rat  Week  a  special  effort  was  made  throughout  the 
District. 

Poison  was  distributed  to  slaughter-houses,  farms,  shops  and 
dwellings,  which  were  stated  to  be  rat  infested,  and  advice  given 
by  your  Inspector,  in  the  method  of  laying  poison  baits,  and  as 
to  removal  of  likely  breeding  places. 

Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits. 


General  Housing  Inspections  and  re-inspections 

(Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Primary  Inspection  of  Dwellings  (P.H.A.)  ...  366 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  and  visits 

during  progress  of  work  ...  ...  ...  257 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  86 

Inspection  of  Pig-styes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  of  Rubbish  Dumps  ...  ...  ...  9 

Inspection  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ii 

Inspection  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  104 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  188 

Visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ...  ...  47 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  and  Butcher  Shops  ...  321 

Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Visits  re  Stage  Plays  and  Cinema  Licences  ...  14 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 
Disinfection  of  Premises 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (Interviewing  Builders, 
Owners,  etc.) 


49 

50 

105 


Total  ...  ...  1767 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Dr.  M.  F. 
iMcDonnell,  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  kind  assist¬ 
ance  to  me,  and  also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood 
Rural  District  Council  for  the  kind  consideration  they  have 
shown  me. 


I  am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  R.  SOUTH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


